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Ben Ivins, NAB 
 
Dickens opens his magnum opus with the follow-
ing lines: 
 
It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, 
it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolish-
ness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of 
incredulity, it was the season of Light, it was the 
season of Darkness, it was the spring of hope, it 
was the winter of despair, we had everything be-
fore us, we had nothing before us, we were all 
going direct to Heaven, we were all going direct 
the other way. 
 
And so it was with WIPO’s 
most recent effort to bring the 
broadcaster treaty to a diplo-
matic conference. 
 
The first two days were the 
best of times, a seeming age of 
wisdom, and epoch of belief.  
The Committee drilled down 
on the details of what rights 
should be included in the 
broadcaster treaty and what 
rights should be excluded.  A 
consensus was reached that 
Webcast-only signals never 
transmitted over-the-air should 
be eliminated.  A near consen-
sus was achieved that simulta-
neous and near-simultaneous retransmission of 
broadcast signals to the public over any medium 
should be included.  Formulations over how cer-
tain types of on-demand transmissions might be 
included in a way that consensus might be 
reached were seriously discussed.  Discussions, 
which included input from broadcast organiza-
tions, about what was meant by “pre-broadcast 
signals” and how they should be defined were 
serious and productive.  While no attempts were 
made to engage in negotiations over specific text, 
the Committee appeared to be narrowing the is-

sues to a point where the convening of a diplo-
matic conference in 2015 or 2016 might be 
achieved. Indeed some discussion of which year it 
would be actually ensued. 

 
Then came Friday and negotiations started over 
proposed conclusions and recommendations to the 
WIPO’s General Assembly that meets in Septem-
ber took place. The conclusions covered both the 
broadcaster treaty and proposals for limitations 
and exceptions for libraries and archives.  That 
was the worst of times; the age of foolishness; the 
epoch of incredulity; the season of Darkness.  A 

sub-committee of coordinators 
from different geographic re-
gions met behind closed doors 
for over five hours, resulting in 
a proposed draft of conclusions 
that went to the plenary for de-
bate.  India, Brazil,  and a Ken-
yan delegate purporting to rep-
resent Africa (seriously doubt 
that he actually did) objected to 
every dot and tittle of the draft.  
At 1:30 a.m. on Saturday morn-
ing the process collapsed with 
no agreement on anything, 
prompting the U.S. delegation 
to question the future viability 
of the existing SCCR process.  
As Dickens said:  “...we had 
everything before us, we had 
nothing before us…”. 

 
The last line of this Tale of Two Cities: 
It is a far far better thing I do, than I have ever 
done; it is a far far better rest that I go to than I 
have ever known. 
 
The fate of the broadcaster treaty now resides 
with the General Assembly.  Is it heading toward 
a “far far better rest than it has ever known be-
fore”?  Broadcasters are coordinating their efforts 
to make this not so.  Stay tuned.  ∎ 
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Ben Ivins (NAB), the chair of our NABA 
Legal Committee (LC) has a wonderful 
cover report in this newsletter which tells 
of the many ups and downs of the diplo-
matic negotiations to achieve this goal. 
Knowing how much intellectual effort, 
time, and treasure we have spent trying to 
attain a Diplomatic Conference and realize 
a more relevant Treaty to protect broadcast 
signals in the digital age, I’m reminded of 
the medieval search for the “Holy Grail.” 
Then, today’s reality reminds me that up-
wards of 20 million internet users viewed 
pirated broadcast signals of the World Cup 
online.   That’s why we are mak-  
           Continued on Next Page... 
Finally, we, at the Secretariat, have been 
given a summer school assignment.  Can-
ada has a new Not-for-Profit Corporations 
Act and all of our by-laws of incorporation 
need to be reviewed to reflect the Act’s 
new guidelines. CBC/Radio-Canada’s law 
department is giving us guidance and help, 
but I keep asking why, if the by-laws 
worked for forty plus years, can’t they still 
work? Well, to be fair, most of them do but 
it’s still a summer school assignment that 
will end up being considered at our next 
Board meeting on September 30th. It’s 
never a dull moment in the Association 
business!  
 
Happy rest of the summer to you all! 

   

It has been a very 
busy June and July 
for NABA in 
months that are 
usually marked by 
holidays and some 
down time. 
 

We began the mad dash that has character-
ized the last several weeks with a NABA 
Technical Committee (TC) meeting on May 
28th hosted by CBS in New York. Spectrum 
issues continue to be a key focus of the TC 
including a major effort to block a proposal 
by the US administration at CITEL which 
would see co-sharing of the UHF spectrum 
with IMT services. This effort is led by 
Winston Caldwell from Fox with help from 
Craig Tanner (CBS), our Mexican members 
(TV Azteca and Televisa), and participation 
by OTI, IAB, and the CBU.  
 
This is an important effort since CITEL 
already has a recommendation that this co-
sharing should not happen. However, if the 
US proposal finds favour with the hemi-
spheric governments then it may negate any 
value of the original recommendation. 
Moreover, it would damage the effort 
which broadcasters have been making at the 
ITU to protect broadcaster spectrum during 
the World Radio Conference (WRC-15) 
next year. The deciding meetings of CITEL 
will be in Mexico City beginning Septem-
ber 29th. You can see here clearly why spec-
trum issues may not be as dull as one would 
think. As this plays out, it will almost be as 
good as a real life drama, but with the core 
broadcaster business plan at risk. Serious 
stuff. 

As you read this, the 
work of the ITU’s Joint 
Task Group (JTG 4-5-6-
7) will have just con-

cluded its final phase. Again, Winston 
Caldwell was in Geneva to make the 
NABA argument, this time with a major 
submission documenting sharing in the 
UHF band and the grief this can cause 
broadcasters. Our submission was put to-
gether by Charles Einolf (CBS) with help 
from Winston and approved by both the TC 
and our Board. This submission, along with 
all of the “sharing” studies on C-band that 
we have placed on the record over the last 
couple of years, strongly makes the case by 
broadcasters for no change in spectrum 
allocation. A timely summary from 
Winston updating us on last week’s meet-
ings can be found on the next page of NA-
BAcaster. Also, please take note in this 
edition a Statement on Spectrum (pg. 5) 
written by NABA and approved by the 
World Broadcasting Unions (WBU) in 
June.   
 
There was a WBU Technical Committee 
(WBU-TC) meeting in Prague on June 10th 
where the aforementioned Spectrum State-
ment was discussed and approved by the 
WBU-TC and sent on to a meeting of the 
WBU Secretaries and Directors General 
(SG/DG) on June 24th in Naples. At that 
meeting potential candidates for Committee 
Chairs were discussed as the International 
Satellite Operations Group (WBU-ISOG), 
the WBU-TC, and the WIPO Broadcaster 
Treaty Working Group (WBU WIPO-
BTWG) all come up for election late this 
year.  
 
In addition, the WBU-SG/DG considered a 
Statement on Freedom of Speech and the 
Safety of Journalists. This is a work in pro-
gress which may lead to the WBU becom-
ing active in this important area of human 
rights. I was struck that this discussion went 
right to the heart of a speech given by Ser-
gio Sarmiento, a leading Mexican journalist 
and our Board member from TV Azteca, at 
our NABA 2014 AGM Event in February. 
He talked about the danger and loss of jour-
nalists’ lives in the coverage of the violence 
associated with the drug cartels in Mexico. 
These issues are worth the collective sup-
port of the global broadcast community. 
 
On July 17th Michael Miller’s (ABC/

Disney) Risk Awareness & Continuity 
Committee (RACC) met at Fox Networks 
in New York. I am pleased to announce that 
John Moore  (VP, Environmental Health & 
Safety, Fox) joins Michael as the new Vice-
Chair of the committee. Both John and Mi-
chael created an excellent agenda, which 
over the coming months will yield a very 
useful and productive work plan. Emer-
gency preparedness, secure facilities, cyber 
security for broadcast operations, and the 
safety of our people in the field are some of 
the important areas where education and 
best practices are the keys to broadcasting 
in a crisis. 

Also recently, an Ad-hoc Group of the 
NABA-TC met in New York on July 9th at 
CBS to discuss the requirements for ATSC 
3.0, the Next Generation of Television. The 
meeting was chaired by NABA-TC Vice-
Chair Bob Plummer (Fox). While we in 
NABA have enunciated our broad require-
ments in a White Paper two years ago, these 
now need to be revisited and refined in light 
of the work that has been done by ATSC, 
the amount of broadcast spectrum which 
will be available in the future, and the 
evolving broadcast business model.  To say 
the least, these discussions are not easy and 
sometimes require a crystal ball and a good 
mystic to help interpret the future needs. 
Nevertheless, the discussion and meeting 
notes are very useful and the results of the 
July gathering will be shared with our 
Board and will form the basis of more dis-
cussion leading to input from NABA into 
the ATSC 3.0 process. 
 
The World Intellectual Property Organiza-
tion (WIPO) held Committee meetings at 
the end of June and early July in Geneva, 
which focused on  getting  to  a  Diplomatic  
  Continued on next page... 

Director-General’s Report  
Michael McEwen, NABA 

NABA-TC Chair John Lee (CBC/Radio-
Canada), Vice-Chair Bob Plummer (Fox) 

and myself in Prague. 

The WBU’s Technical Committee at 
their recent meeting in Prague,  

Czech Republic 
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Conference on a new Broadcaster Treaty.  
Ben Ivins (NAB), the Chair of our NABA 
Legal Committee, has a wonderful report 
in this NABAcaster (pg. 1) which tells of 
the many ups and downs of the diplomatic 
negotiations to achieve this goal.  Knowing 
how much intellectual effort, time, and 
treasure we have spent trying to attain a 
Diplomatic Conference and realizing a 
more relevant Treaty to protect broadcast 
signals in the digital age, I’m reminded of 
the medieval search for the “Holy Grail.” 
Then, today’s reality reminds me that up-

wards of 20 million internet users viewed 
pirated broadcast signals of the World Cup 
online (link on pg. 7). That’s why we are 
making this effort. Please read Ben’s cover 
report, it’s written in the best traditions of 
Dickens. 
 
Finally we, at the Secretariat have been 
given a summer school assignment.  Can-
ada has a new Not-for-Profit Corporations 
Act and all of our by-laws of incorporation 
need to be reviewed to reflect the Act’s 
new guidelines. CBC/Radio-Canada’s law 

department is giving us guidance and help, 
but I keep asking why, if the by-laws 
worked for forty plus years, can’t they still 
work? Well, to be fair, most of them do but 
it’s still a summer school assignment that 
will end up being considered at our next 
Board meeting on September 30th. It’s 
never a dull moment in the Association 
business!  
 
Happy rest of the summer to you all!  ∎ 

  

The sixth International Telecommunica-
tion Union — Radiocommunication (ITU-
R) Joint Task Group (JTG) session be-
tween Study Groups 4, 5, 6, and 7 (4-5-6-
7) began July 21, and ended July 31, 
2014, in Geneva, Switzerland.  This final   
JTG 4-5-6-7 worked to complete all of its 
outputs before the end of the session.  The 
outputs of the JTG 4-5-6-7 include any 
Reports or Recommendations that re-
sulted from the analysis of sharing and 
compatibility between the incumbent ser-
vices and the International Mobile Tele-
communications (IMT) application.  In 
addition, the most important JTG 4-5-6-7 
output was text for the Conference Pre-
paratory Meeting (CPM) summarizing the 
study results relating to Agenda Items 1.1 
and 1.2 of the World Radio Conference 
2015 (WRC-15). 
 
NABA submitted one contribution to this 
JTG 4-5-6-7 session.  At the previous JTG 
4-5-6-7, several Draft New Reports 
(DNRs) were approved, including one on 
sharing and compatibility between the 
Fixed-Satellite Service (FSS) and IMT in 
the C-band downlink frequency bands, 
which contains a study that was contrib-
uted by NABA.  However, the group ac-
knowledged that one Preliminary DNR 
(PDNR) lacked essential information and, 
therefore, could not become an approved 
DNR.  This PDNR was on sharing and 
compatibility between the Broadcasting 
service (BS) and IMT in the UHF band.  
The group generally agreed to the content 
but that the conclusions that had been 
accepted to be included in the CPM text 
should be copied into the PDNR before it 
could be approved as a DNR.  The NABA 

contribution proposed the text to complete 
the Report so that it could become a DNR.  
Not all of the text proposed in the NABA 
contribution was accepted but enough of 
it was, along with a partnered contribution 
from the European Broadcasting Union 
(EBU), for it to be approved as a DNR. 

 
All approved DNRs, including the one for 
the C-band downlink and the one for the 
UHF band, will be submitted to the rele-
vant Working Parties (WP) for final ap-
proval to become an ITU-R Report.  The 
FSS/IMT C-band downlink DNR will go 
to WP4A and WP5D and the BS/IMT 
UHF DNR will go to WP6A and WP5D.  
If approved, the Administrations partici-
pating in the WRC-15 will be able to ref-
erence all of the hard work accomplished 
in the studies through the newly approved 
Reports.  Otherwise the unapproved work 
would only be an attachment to the JTG 4
-5-6-7 Chairman’s Report.  The CPM text 

would not have a companion ITU-R Re-
port with the detailed technical analysis 
describing the difficulty of sharing be-
tween the services to go with it. 
 
The JTG 4-5-6-7 achieved approval of 
CPM text.  The CPM text contains both a 
summary of what was studied in each of 
the frequency bands that were under con-
sideration and an analysis of the results of 
the studies.  The CPM text, which in-
cludes NABA proposals, concludes that 
sharing between FSS and IMT in the C-
band downlink and sharing between BS 
and IMT in UHF are difficult.  While the 
group approved the CPM text, it will be 
submitted, in draft form, to the two week 
CPM session, starting March 23, 2015, for 
final approval. 
 
The DNRs and the CPM text can be ac-
cessed with a TIES account on the JTG 4-
5-6-7 SharePoint server at: 
https://extranet.itu.int/rsg-meetings/jtg4-5
-6-7/Share/Forms/Column%20view.aspx. 
 
NABA was successful in its efforts espe-
cially due to the valuable partnership and 
excellent coordination with satellite com-
panies, the EBU, and other broadcasting 
participants from Argentina, Brazil, Aus-
tralia, and Japan.  Broadcasters in North 
America, Region 2, and the rest of the 
world should continue to be engaged in 
the work leading up to WRC-15.  Increas-
ingly, we should participate from within 
our own Administrations, our Regional 
conferences (CITEL for Region 2), WPs 
4A and 6A, and the CPM.  ∎ 

Summary of the Sixth (and Final) ITU-R JTG 4-5-6-7 Session 
Winston Caldwell, Fox 
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Earlier this year, the Satellite Interference 
Reduction Group (IRG) and the Radio 
Frequency Interference – End Users Ini-
tiative (RFI-EUI) announced a merger 
which resulted in dropping the exclusive 
focus on Radio Frequency Interference 
and transitioning to a streamlined and 
multi-faceted end user resource and com-
mittee under IRG. The purpose of the 
merger was to offer the committee sup-
port under the IRG umbrella, enabling 
them to carry on with what they do best – 
providing a much needed operational and 
technical resource to the satellite user 
community. 
 
For anyone who may not be familiar with 
EUI, let’s start at the beginning. During 
the late 1990s as part of a World Broad-
casting Unions – International Satellite 
Operations Group (WBU-ISOG) meeting 
in Geneva, a representative from the EBU 
brought up the increasing trend of pro-
gressively more interference affecting 
their broadcasts. The group decided that it 
really needed to do something to mitigate 
interference. However, they were still a 
little unsure about what could be done. 
Following this meeting, there was the 
creation of groups, such as ISOG’s Rogue 
Carriers Working Group and the Satellite 
Users Interference Reduction Group 
(originally SUIRG).  
 
As you may be aware, the original RFI-
EUI was the direct result of a meeting in 
February 2011 of around thirty-five 
broadcasters and industry leaders, who 
were discussing what they could do to 
help mitigate interference. Now part of 
IRG, EUI is still composed of equipment 
manufacturers, industry groups, satellite 
system operators, and media companies 
across the globe. Of course, one of its 
most important remits is engaging with 
broadcasters and other users around the 
world and acting as a much needed re-
source to the entire user community. 
 
Why the merger? 
Satellite interference cannot be solved by 
just one committed group or one set of 
dedicated companies alone.  We need to 
work together, both with other organisa-

tions, as well as other companies involved 
right through the satellite industry chain. 
At IRG, we have for some time been 
working closely with EUI, as well as with 
the Global VSAT Forum (GVF). And we 
are beginning to see the results of this 
close collaboration and effort on the part 
of all involved.  
 
The merger is just an extension of this 
already existing collaboration, making the 
shared co-operation official, helping us 
conduct a more focused, spearheaded and 
definitely, a more coordinated approach 
to mitigating satellite interference. 

The role of EUI 
EUI has an extremely important role in 
mitigating satellite interference. Its main 
purpose revolves around acting as an in-
valuable resource to you, the satellite 
user. The EUI Advisory Committee under 
IRG has two main remits: 
 
The Best Practices Group is focused not 
only on the evaluation, creation and de-
fining of best practices for both fixed and 
mobile satellite uplink operations, but on 
publishing and the deployment of those 
practices so they become habitual within 
satellite industry operating environments. 
IRG focuses on improving technology 
and has done so to great effect, but the 
role of EUI’s Best Practices Group is to 
translate those technological advance-
ments into suggested guidelines to help 
satellite users ensure they are utilizing the 
best possible operating methods.  Docu-
mentation includes best practices for an-
tenna pointing, uplink access procedures 
and earth station maintenance. The group 

is currently working on best practices 
documentation for correct Carrier-ID 
(CID) implementation and deployment. 
 
Training and Certification ensures eve-
ryone who accesses a satellite is trained in 
all critical operational procedures and the 
basic satellite skill sets required. EUI has 
established the knowledge and skills cri-
teria for a series of equipment operator 
certifications. These certifications are 
now available through GVF learning sys-
tem as a series of online exams, each con-
taining knowledge tests and interactive 
simulator-based skills tests. 
 
The certification ensures that uplink op-
erators are properly trained, enabling 
them to reduce transmission errors. If all 
uplink operators were to take this certifi-
cation, I am certain that we would see a 
dramatic decrease in instances of unin-
tended interference.  
 
The role of the users 
I am thankful that interference only af-
fects a small number of services. How-
ever, it can occur to any service at any 
time and when it does the effect is detri-
mental in the extreme. Any downtime or 
fuzzy images for any viewer is unaccept-
able and naturally something we all work 
to avoid. 
 
EUI is there to support those users, but 
the users themselves also have an impor-
tant role to play in mitigating interfer-
ence. We are beginning to see some com-
panies within the user community getting 
engaged with the various groups and ini-
tiatives and doing their bit to mitigate the 
problem, but there are still many more 
that are yet to get on board. It is still an 
uphill battle. 
 
So, what should YOU do? 
1. Get your operation staff trained - 

Human error is widely reported as 
the biggest cause of interference.  
Therefore, by ensuring your staff 
have been properly trained can dras-
tically reduce the fault statistics. 
Those who have already taken the 
EUI Advanced Technical Operators 
exam are doing their part to help the 
industry get that  little  bit  more  
resilient  and  interference-free.   But  

         Continued on next page... 

EUI — The Voice of Users 
Martin Coleman, Executive Director, IRG 
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It is the WBU’s position that:  
 
The use of radio-frequency spectrum by 
broadcasters remains an important vehi-
cle for the efficient and scalable delivery 
of high-quality media content and emer-
gency alerting services to both fixed and 
mobile audiences, specifically relying on 
the following services and systems;  
 
DTV Broadcasting Service  
The WBU does not support any change 
to the current spectrum allocations at 
UHF frequencies (470 –694/ 698 MHz).  
 
Contiguous spectrum should be allotted 
in the bands assigned to the broadcast 
service to allow for the robust delivery 
of high-quality media content, data and 
signaling that meets or exceeds the capa-
bilities of current fixed and mobile re-
ception and display devices as well as 

those that are expected to be deployed in 
the future.  
 
Satellite Distribution Systems  
The WBU does not support any change 
to the current spectrum allocations at C-
band or extended C-band frequencies. 
The use of downlink spectrum allocated 
at C-Band (3.7 – 4.2 GHz) or extended 
C-Band in the Fixed-Satellite Service is 
essential to broadcasters’ operations 
around the world. Systems employing 
this FSS band have been extensively 
deployed over decades, primarily for the 
distribution of content from network 
centers to affiliated stations, cable head-
ends and to other receiving systems.  
 
Summary  
This WBU position has been supported 
by spectrum studies both at UHF and C-
band frequencies which have demon-

strated that major interference to broad-
cast operations would result from shar-
ing in these bands with IMT. These 
studies have been filed with the ITU.  
 
The WBU will continue to participate 
actively in spectrum studies of the radio-
frequency bands both assigned and asso-
ciated with broadcasting, in order to 
ensure the continued efficient use of 
these bands for broadcast media content 
distribution.  
 
Adopted:  June 23, 2014 

World Broadcasting Unions’ (WBU) Technical Committee 
Position on Spectrum Allocation Associated with WRC-15 

it’s not all selfless. Your trained staff 
also means a better service for your 
company and your customers. 

 
2. Review best practices documenta-

tion – EUI has developed and gath-
ered together the documentation to 
help users operate in the best possible 
way so as to avoid interference. It is 
available as a free resource, so make 
use of it. You can review current 
guidelines or ask for further informa-

tion via the EUI section on the IRG 
website - http://satirg.org/best-
practices-documentation/ 

 
3.  Turn CID on – Even before the 

merger, EUI had been supporting 
IRG’s Carrier-ID initiative. There is a 
widespread misunderstanding of what 
is involved in getting on board with 
Carrier-ID, but for the users it is often 
simply a question of turning it on. So, 
here’s a quick checklist: 

 Check your products have CID. You 
can review the list on our website 
(http://satirg.org/resources/cid-ready-
products/) or ask your manufacturer 
or integrator; 

 Require CID when ordering new 
systems; 

 Check with your manufacturer how 
to enable CID on those products and 
turn it on; 

 That’s it!  ∎ 

Anthony (“Tony”) Caruso, one of 
NABA’s most active members and 
strongest supporters, has recently retired 
as the Director of New Broadcast Tech-
nologies with CBC/Radio-Canada. He 
was with Canada’s public broadcaster 
for a prodigious 33 years. 
 
As many of you know, Tony has been 
actively involved in writing and present-
ing original scientific papers on the de-
velopments in new broadcast technolo-
gies to various international conferences 
including IBC, NAB, SMPTE and to our 

own NABA AGM Events. Tony has also 
represented CBC/Radio-Canada on a 
variety of international industry organi-
zations, including ATSC, SMPTE, the 
WBU and for many years as an active 
member of our own NABA-Technical 
Committee which he also Vice-Chaired 
between 2006 and 2010. 
 
Tony is looking forward to retirement, 
but will likely remain with one foot in 
the industry’s door as he pursues con-
sulting opportunities.  He can be reached 
at acaruso.ing@gmail.com. 

We at NABA are very grateful to Tony 
for all he has done (and will continue to 
do!) and we wish him the very best as he 
enters this next stage of his life.  Well 
done Tony! 
 
 

Anthony Caruso’s Retirement from CBC/Radio-Canada 
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We are pleased to welcome Emmis Communications as a new Associate Member.  
We are also most pleased to have Emmis’ CTO – Paul Brenner – accept the role of 
Vice-Chair of NABA’s new and expanding Radio Committee (RC). Brenner will 
work alongside Chair Julie McCambley (CBC/Radio-Canada).  
 
The NABA Board of Directors enthusiastically welcomes this new membership and 
RC Vice-Chair role.  NABA’s Director-General, Michael McEwen, noted that: 

 
Emmis Communications and Paul Brenner reflect the very best of innova-
tion and adaptive strategies to a changing radio environment. Their partici-
pation in NABA brings to the RC and the Association wide experience and 
willingness to challenge traditional thinking. I am also delighted that Paul 
has accepted Julie’s invitation to be Vice-Chair.  In working with our radio 
community Paul will bring his exceptional skills and leadership to the di-
verse challenges the industry faces. 
 

A big welcome to Emmis Communications and to Paul Brenner! 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Emmis Joins NABA as Associate Member / Paul Brenner  
Steps Into NABA-Radio Committee Vice-Chair 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
NBCU’s Jim Starzynski Elevated to SMPTE Fellow Status 

 
NABA would like to send a big congratulations to NBCU’s Director and Principal 
Audio Engineer Jim Starzynski who will be awarded with Fellow Status during 
SMPTE’s 2014 Annual Technical Conference & Exhibition.  The Annual Fellow’s 
Luncheon will take place on October 22nd at the Loews Hollywood Hotel in Holly-
wood, California. 
 
The Fellow Grade of membership is awarded to individuals who have, by proficiency 
and contributions, attained outstanding rank among engineers or executives in the mo-
tion-picture, television or related industries.   
 
Jim is truly humbled to be joining this esteemed group.  All of us at NABA who have 
worked with Jim over the years know this is well-deserved.  Congratulations again!  

The United Nations and the world’s two biggest broadcasting unions are launching a new award for TV programs about people coping 
with disasters.  The inaugural Disaster Risk Reduction Film Awards will celebrate a ten-year alliance between the UN Office for Disas-
ter Risk Reduction (UNISDR) and members of the Asia-Pacific Broadcasting Union (ABU) and the European Broadcasting Union 
(EBU) to advance the spread of knowledge on dealing with disasters. 
 
TV broadcasters are invited to submit documentaries produced between 2005 and 2015 capturing positive human stories of courage, 
strength and resilience, investigative stories on past disasters or disasters waiting to happen and innovative stories about risk reduction 
solutions.  The timeframe corresponds to the implementation of the Hyogo Framework for Action, a ten-year plan of action to make the 
planet more resilient to disasters. The plan will be revisited at the Third UN World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction in Sendai, 
Japan, in March 2015. 
 
For more information about the competition, click here. 

http://www.wcdrr.org/resources/media/tv�


NABACASTER  |  AUGUST-SEPTEMBER, 2014 

Date Event Location 

Sept. 04 NABA-Technical Committee Meeting (Hosted by NBCU) Washington, DC, USA 

Sept. 10 NABA-Legal Committee Meeting [TELECONFERENCE] 

Sept. 11-16 IBC 2014 Exhibition & Conference  Amsterdam, NETHERLANDS 

Sept. 22-30 WIPO General Assembly (46th Session) Geneva, SWITZERLAND 

Sept. 24 NABA-Radio Committee Meeting (Hosted by NAB) Washington, DC, USA 

Sept. 29-Oct. 03 CITEL’s XXIV Meeting of PCC.II  Merida City, YU, MEXICO 

Sept. 30 NABA-Board of Directors Meeting (Hosted by Disney/ABC) Los Angeles, CA, USA 

Oct. 15-17 IEEE 2014 Broadcast Symposium San Antonio, TX, USA 

Oct. 20-24 SMPTE 2014 Technical Conference & Exhibition Los Angeles, CA, USA 

Oct. 22-28 ABU’s 51st General Assembly & Associated Meetings Macau, CHINA 

 

The NABAcaster newsletter is available online at:  
www.nabanet.com/nabaweb/newsletter/NABAcaster.asp 

 
Copyright © 2014 North American Broadcasters Association.  All rights reserved. 

           Cover graphic is courtesy of iStockPhoto. 

A complete list of upcoming events is available in the Calendar of Events section at www.nabanet.com 

NABA Members & Issues in the News 
 

    NPR and APM Encourage Activation of FM Chips in Cell Phones 

    People Want Free Radio on their Phones 

    Broadcasters Buy Time After Aereo Defeat 

    Les Moonves on Aereo:  ‘It’s a Very Good Day for our Future’ 

    Biggest Scorer in World Cup?  Maybe Univision 

    20 Million Watched World Cup on Illegal Streams 

    World Cup Helps Boost DIRECTV Revenues 5%  

    Canadian Carriers Weigh-In on Pick and Pay Bundles, Local TV Funding 

    D.C. Salutes Broadcasters:  Legislators, Policymakers, Acknowledge Public Service Value 

    ‘Peacock Lounge’ Part of NBCU’s 30 Rock Upgrades 

    Fox’s Offer for Time Warner Could Bring out Rival Suitors 

    Netflix Hits 50 Million Subscribers Worldwide 
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Looking Ahead — Key Dates & Upcoming Events 

http://www.nabanet.com/nabaweb/newsletter/NABAcaster.asp�
http://www.nabanet.com�
http://radiomagonline.com/currents/news/npr_apm_fm_chips_cell_phones_0708/�
http://www.radioink.com/Article.asp?id=2822322&spid=30800�
http://www.usatoday.com/story/money/business/2014/06/28/aereo-prods-broadcasters/11417247/�
http://www.mediabistro.com/tvnewser/les-moonves-on-aereo-its-a-very-good-day-for-our-future_b229972?utm_campaign=dailynewsletter20140625&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_content=title&utm_source=TVNewser�
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/07/13/business/media/biggest-scorer-in-world-cup-maybe-univision.html?_r=0�
http://www.tvtechnology.com/article/viaccess-orca--million-watched-world-cup-on-illegal-streams/271508�
http://www.mediapost.com/publications/article/231151/world-cup-helps-boost-directv-revs-5.html?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=headline&utm_campaign=74953�
http://www.mediacastermagazine.com/news/canadian-carriers-weigh-in-on-pick-and-pay-bundles-local-tv-funding/1003139327/9u0s8rWw010w4qM2vx/?ref=enews_CC&utm_source=CC&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=CC-EN07032014�
http://www.broadcastingcable.com/news/washington/dc-salutes-broadcasters/131839�
http://www.mediabistro.com/tvnewser/peacock-lounge-part-of-30-rock-upgrades_b229950�
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/envelope/cotown/la-et-ct-time-warner-white-knight-fox-20140722-story.html#page=1�
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/envelope/cotown/la-et-ct-netflix-earns-50-million-20140721-story.html�
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