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The WBU and other broadcasters' unions are 

urging the WIPO General Assembly to direct the 

Standing Committee on Copyright and Related 

Rights (SCCR) to accelerate and finalize the work 

on the Broadcasters' Treaty as a matter of priority.  

A work plan should be established so that the 

SCCR can submit to the 2014 WIPO General As-

sembly a text suitable for the convening of a Dip-

lomatic Conference 

in 2015.  

 

A Treaty to update 

the broadcasters' 

neighbouring right, 

as enshrined in the 

1961 Convention of 

Rome, has been on 

the agenda of WIPO 

for many years. A 

new impetus to con-

clude this instrument 

was provided by a 

f o r w a r d - l o o k i n g 

proposal from South-

Africa and Mexico in 2011. Now, with the success-

ful conclusion of the Marrakech Diplomatic Con-

ference in June of this year for a Treaty on copy-

right limitations and exceptions for Visually Im-

paired Persons, the world's broadcasting organiza-

tions are urging WIPO to devote its energy and 

resources promptly to a modernized protection of 

broadcast organizations.  

 

The need to bring this proceeding to fruition expe-

ditiously is critical. The misappropriation of broad-

cast signals on the Internet and elsewhere is ram-

pant. The quantity and quality of services that 

broadcasters are able to provide the public they are 

licensed to serve is suffering as a result. After 15  

 

 

 

years of debate and deliberation, broadcasters feel 

that the time to conclude the broadcast treaty is now 

or never. With a view to express this common de-

sire a joint declaration has been signed recently by 

all the world's broadcasting unions (see link below). 

 

The broadcasters' unions are fully aware that the 

current document (SCCR 24/10 rev.) still requires 

hard drafting work ahead. However, as there were 

great concerns about the apparent lack of a proce-

dure by which the General Assembly can move 

forward on this critical issue, the unions proposed a 

concrete and inten-

sive work plan to-

ward that end. At 

three SCCR meet-

ings, starting in De-

cember this year, the 

current draft text 

should be moulded 

into a consensus 

based text that can 

serve as the basis for 

convening a diplo-

matic conference to 

be scheduled in 

2015.  

 

Obviously, to achieve the desired outcome at those 

forthcoming SCCR meetings, it is of paramount 

importance that as much as possible broadcasting 

organizations are represented by their copyright 

experts, in order to explain current broadcasting 

activities to the WIPO delegations and propose the 

most optimal draft provisions. Otherwise, there is a 

large risk that the broadcasters' treaty will be sur-

passed by other topics on the WIPO agenda. 

 

The declaration’s hyperlink is here:   

Joint Declaration on Signal Piracy by the World’s 

Broadcasting Unions.  ∎ 

Signal Piracy:  WBU Calls for Urgent  
Work Plan to Finalize WIPO Treaty  ► Signal Piracy:  WBU Calls  

for Urgent Work Plan to  
Finalize WIPO Treaty 

► Director General’s Report 

► Carrier-ID Demystified  

► ITU Workshop on  
Emergency Broadcasting 

► New ITU Webpage on  
Regional Preparations for 
WRC-15 

► NABA Welcomes Harmonic 
as an Affiliate Member 

► The Creation of a NABA  
Radio Committee 

► Secretariat Closed Oct. 14th 

► NABA Members & Issues  
in the News 

► Looking Ahead — Key Dates 
and Upcoming Events 

NABA-TC MEETING 

 

October 29th 

Arlington, VA 

www.nabanet.com 

http://www.nabanet.com/temp/WBUWIPOJointDeclarationSignalPiracy.pdf
http://www.nabanet.com/temp/WBUWIPOJointDeclarationSignalPiracy.pdf


 

Where has Septem-

ber gone?  It seemed 

to disappear more 

quickly than the sum-

mer; punctuated as it 

was by the IBC in 

Amsterdam, planning 

for the ISOG Forum 

in Rio de Janeiro and 

a NABA Board meeting just a few days ago 

in Los Angeles. 

 

To this observer, the IBC was less about 

broadcasting and more about the second 

screen experience and the surrounding so-

cial media platforms like Twitter.  It was 

interesting how some of the panels and ses-

sions explored this topic; there were a few 

broadcasters on the podium but the repre-

sentatives from the second screen compa-

nies and social media dominated the discus-

sion and virtually all of them referred to the 

importance of broadcaster content and how 

their product enhanced the broadcaster of-

fering by improved relationships and inter-

action with viewers.  

 

Probably true, but I would have liked to 

have heard from one of our major broadcast 

network members or other major content 

makers about how they use these tools to 

enhance their programs and whether they 

feel it makes for a better viewer experience 

and results in larger audiences.  Of course, I 

wonder at the end of the day if these tools 

are actually enhancing advertising revenue 

and the value of the programs on the broad-

caster schedule. 

 

There was a panel on spectrum at the IBC 

with mobile phone representatives on the 

panel along with two broadcasters; Fer-

nando Bittencourt from Brazil’s TV Globo 

and Kathryn Wen from the UK’s ITV. 

While the arguments were familiar with 

many, there was a twist when a Telco op-

erator said there was a need to cooperate 

with broadcasters in the 4G world.  When 

challenged about what that cooperation may 

be he was a bit fuzzy and when asked 

whether a mobile TV and radio chip could 

be part of every mobile device as a sign of 

“good faith” in cooperating with broadcast-

ers, he insisted that we must have one world 

standard to make this economic.  

 

 

 

 

 

Curious since Japan has TV mobile chips in 

their cell phones and radio is beginning to 

make some headway in various regions too.  

Maybe this is an area that needs some atten-

tion by broadcasters and may be a possible 

lever in the spectrum wars that are surely 

on the horizon if not already engaged. 

 

Closer to home preparations are well under-

way for the WBU-ISOG Forum in Rio de 

Janeiro, Brazil the first week of November 

(4-6).  The meeting is being hosted by TV 

Globo and OTI and will focus on delivery 

issues concerning FIFA’s World Cup in 

2014 and the Summer Olympics in 2016 all 

being hosted in Rio and other Brazilian 

centres.  This meeting in South America is 

a first for the ISOG Forum and is reflective 

of major global events going to emerging 

parts of the world and engaging both do-

mestic and global markets for the first time.  

If you are interested in attending and have 

not received registration info, please con-

tact Roxanne Riess (rriess@nabanet.com) 

here at the Secretariat for registration infor-

mation.  

 

Our work continues with the ITU-R and 

JTG 4-5-6-7 focusing on IMT Interference 

concerns with C-Band satellite services.  A 

second Alion Science & Technology study 

has just been completed on new interfer-

ence parameters from the ITU and will be a 

NABA contribution for the upcoming JTG 

meetings in Geneva in mid-October (17-

25).  Winston Caldwell from Fox Networks 

will be our Head of Delegation and will 

make the NABA presentations.  A field 

study on interference has just been com-

pleted by NPR’s John Kean and over the 

next few days we hope to also turn this fine 

piece of work into a NABA contribution to 

the JTG. 

 

We now have done two Alion studies over 

the past four months and this has been 

made possible by additional funding from 

our broadcast members to complete this 

work, and our satellite partners who joined 

us for this last study.  As an Association we 

are funded to do our core activities by our 

members, but when additional projects or 

initiatives need to be done we depend on 

both direct funding and/or services in-kind  

 

 

 

from our membership.  I am gratified with 

the response our members have given us to 

do these projects.  This support speaks well  

to the NABA agenda and the value of the 

work.  Thank You. 

 

We are now moving into the next phase of 

the File Transfer work, which will focus on 

harmonization which will perhaps lead to 

some standardization.  The NABA-TC will 

consider a proposed work plan for this sub-

committee at its October 29th meeting at 

PBS in Washington, DC.  Virtually every 

member of our Association has skin in the 

game on the issues surrounding File Trans-

fer and is looking for benefits that simplify 

the multiplicity of systems to improve work 

flow and efficiencies.  

 
Broadcasters in Europe and other parts of 

the world are equally involved in trying to 

get a handle on these issues and some like 

the UK’s Digital Production Partnership are 

making progress.  We will look to the best 

practices and ideas available to us. And this 

is not something that we will solve over-

night but will remain as a priority on our 

agenda for the next year to two.  We will 

continue to educate, seek best practices, 

identify areas for harmonization and where 

possible seek standardization by working 

with the appropriate standard-setting bod-

ies.  This is complex work and requires 

patience, flexibility and is definitely not for 

the faint of heart. We look to NBCU’s Jim 

Starzynski and his team for leadership and 

direction. 

 

Finally, I am pleased to announce that at the 

recent Board Meeting at DIRECTV’s L.A. 

Broadcast Center on September 30th the 

Board of Directors approved the creation of 

a Radio Committee for NABA.  We will 

work with NPR’s Mike Starling to set up a 

meeting which will define the mandate and 

create a work plan based on the input from 

all our members who are radio companies 

or have radio services in addition to TV.  

Radio in the digital social media age has as 

many issues and challenges facing it as do 

its broadcast TV counterparts.  By recog-

nizing this, the NABA Board of Directors is 

providing a vehicle whereby these issues 

can be addressed and action suggested.  As 

a guy who started out in Radio before the 

siren song of television stole me away, I am 

very pleased.  So stayed tuned for more… 

∎ 
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Director General’s Report  
Michael McEwen, NABA 
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Martin Coleman, Executive Director,  

Satellite Interference Reduction Group 

 

In July 2013, the Satellite Interference Re-

duction Group (IRG) and Newtec joined 

forces to poll the industry about Carrier ID 

(CID), in order to gauge the industry’s un-

derstanding, experience, concerns, and per-

spective, relating to CID and satellite inter-

ference in general. 

 

CID is a signal embedded into a video or 

data transmission path, and it is an important 

tool to mitigate carrier interference, as it 

helps to pinpoint the source of interference 

quickly, enabling faster resolution. 

 

As you may be aware, the WBU-ISOG is-

sued a number of resolutions recently, 

amongst them the requirement from 1st Janu-

ary 2015 for satellite operators to begin the 

transition to CID. One of our key goals with 

this survey was to find out whether the in-

dustry is ready for that transition.  

 

The Respondents 

We had an overwhelming response to the 

survey, with nearly 500 respondents. It was 

also reassuring to see a good mix across 

industry sectors, with Broadcasters (29%), 

Service Providers (28%), Satellite Operators 

(19%), and also responses from SatCom 

Manufacturers, Government / Defence and 

Integrators. Indeed, satellite interference 

touches the entire industry and it will take 

participation from the entire industry to re-

solve it.  

 

The Results 

Perhaps our most telling statistic was the 

response to the question “how often do you 

suffer from interference?” As many as 93% 

of respondents  indicated they suffer from 

interference at least once a year. 27% suffer 

on a weekly basis. This is clearly a global 

problem, and the results showed a fairly 

even split across the world in terms of those 

suffering from it.  

 

The recently issued WBU-ISOG Resolutions 

are aiming to encourage the implementation 

of CID in order to reduce this figure. The 

survey proved that indeed the implementa-

tion of CID has begun, with 6% having al-

ready been implemented. That may seem a 

small number, but it is more than expected 

and it shows the start of something. A fur-

ther 10% say they will be implementing 

within six  months and another 18% within 

one year. That gives us 34% that will be 

implemented by this time next year. The 

majority however, still does not know their 

time schedule, which goes to show further 

awareness and education is needed. 

 

We also looked at reasons for and against 

CID implementation. The biggest argument 

against CID implementation was money, 

followed by the network simply not being 

ready. Here we need an education piece - 

CID is already provided in most modulation 

equipment and the satellite operators are, on 

the whole, ready to introduce CID by 2015. 

Therefore largely, over time and with natu-

ral technology refreshers for the user, the 

investment is minimal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the other side of the coin, it was pleasing 

to see that the biggest driving factor for CID 

was improving quality of service, demon-

strating that the industry cares about this 

issue and wants to make operations better. 

Next, was the issue of mandating CID, 

something the FCC has already begun for 

SNG transmissions in the US; which leads 

us to another area of the survey where we 

asked about the importance of standards. A 

large majority (86%) cite standards as im-

portant or very important to overcome satel-

lite interference. At our recent panel discus-

sion at IBC, we discussed whether industry 

should take that a step further towards man-

dating CID. The unanimous feeling was that 

we cannot simply mandate CID and expect 

industry to be ready at a moment’s notice!  

Mandating implementation is however 

something that needs to happen in the future 

once CID has been rolled out over a number 

of years. It just can’t happen in one day! 

 

The survey then asked what else needs to be 

done to combat satellite interference. One 

third of respondents believed that training 

will reduce interference. A quarter believed 

that CID will further reduce interference, 

and the remainder believes that new provi-

sioning and monitoring technology will fur-

ther reduce the impact of interference. This 

highlights that combating interference needs 

to be a collaborative approach, working with 

partner organisations such as the Global 

VSAT Forum (GVF) and the Radio Fre-

quency Interference – End Users Initiative 

(RFI-EUI), as well as involving organisa-

tions from every cross section of the indus-

try, including the operators, users, and tech-

nology providers.  

 

The Next Steps 

On the whole, the results of this survey were 

extremely reassuring. Although they high-

lighted that there is clearly a global problem, 

they also indicated that the industry is keen 

to drive forward with various initiatives and 

reduce satellite interference. I certainly think 

the industry is ready to move forward with 

this transition.  

 

Indeed, we have come a long way over re-

cent years. Last year we had a big push for 

the Olympics, which achieved 50% of carri-

ers with ID. We now have an ETSI standard 

for the new CID technology and the begin-

nings of a CID database, which we are 

working alongside the Space Data Associa-

tion (SDA) to automate the processes re-

quired to operate a CID environment. We 

need to keep that momentum going and 

make real progress towards full-scale imple-

mentation and where possible, this should be 

the new CID technology. 

 

We are taking our annual conference to Rio 

de Janeiro this year, ready to bring the mes-

sage of interference prevention to the region 

ahead of a number of high profile sporting 

events, but we must keep the awareness and 

education process global and help the indus-

try understand what is involved in imple-

menting CID.   

 

In short, a lot has been discussed, now we 

need to make it happen!  ∎ 

 

Carrier ID  
Demystified 

Martin Coleman is the  

Executive Director at IRG 

and has been instrumental 

in establishing the ground 

rules for adding Carrier ID 

to digital video carriers. 
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ITU Workshop on Emergency Broadcasting 

 
 

Please be aware of the following new ITU webpage on regional preparations for WRC-15. 

http://www.itu.int/en/ITU-R/conferences/wrc/2015/Pages/reg-prep.aspx 

 

It includes preparations from the following territorial organizations:  Asia-Pacific Telecommunity (APT), 

Arab Spectrum Management Group (ASMG), African Telecommunications Union (ATU), European Confer-

ence of Postal and Telecommunications Administrations (CEPT), Inter-American Telecommunication Com-

mission (CITEL) and the Regional Commonwealth in the Field of Communications (RCC). 

NABA Welcomes Harmonic as an Affiliate Member 
We are pleased to announce that Harmonic has rejoined NABA as an Affiliate Member effective immedi-

ately. 

 

The San Jose, CA-based company  is a leader in video delivery infrastructure and makes for a natural fit for 

NABA.  We welcome them and look forward to their upcoming participation on NABA’s Committees. 

Please note that the NABA/WBU Secretariat Office will be closed on Monday, October 14th  in observance 

of the Canadian Thanksgiving holiday.  The office will re-open at 09:00 EDT on Tuesday, October 15th.   

 

A very Happy Thanksgiving to our Canadian membership! 

Secretariat Office Closed on October 14th 

As you may know, the development of a comprehensive new ITU-R Report on the long-standing, essential 

role of terrestrial radio and television broadcasting for rapid dissemination of emergency information to the 

public, was endorsed during the ITU-R Study Group 6 meeting on April 26, 2013 (to be undertaken by its 

Working Party 6A).  This effort was initiated by a NABA submission to ITU SG-6. 

It was also decided to hold a half-day Workshop on Emergency Broadcasting, prior to the next SG-6 meet-

ing in November 2013 where a first version of this ITU-R Report should be presented. 

The Workshop on Emergency Broadcasting will thereby be held Thursday, November 21st (in Geneva) 

from 13:00—15:00 (local time) and will be open to the media and public.  It will focus on experiences 

made, lessons learnt and best practices.  Speakers are in the process of being confirmed.    

New ITU Webpage on Regional Preparations for WRC-15 

The Creation of a NABA Radio Committee 

As mentioned by Michael McEwen earlier in this NABAcaster, NABA will once again have a Committee 

devoted to the many (and changing) issues and opportunities facing the North American radio industry.   

 

As we work to update our distribution list for this Committee, please inform the Secretariat 

(rriess@nabanet.com) if you would like to be a part of it. 

 

New Sirius XM Satellite Launch 

The next Sirius XM satellite (FM-6) is being launched from Baikonur, Kazakhstan.  Liftoff is set for 14:00 

EDT on Sunday, October 20th.  It can be viewed live at www.islaunch.com. 

 

We wish Robert Briskman and all of his SiriusXM colleagues the best of luck with this launch.    

http://www.itu.int/en/ITU-R/conferences/wrc/2015/Pages/reg-prep.aspx
http://www.itu.int/ITU-R/go/rsg6/en
http://www.itu.int/ITU-R/go/rwp6a07/en
mailto:rriess@nabanet.com
http://www.islaunch.com
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Looking Ahead - Key Dates & Upcoming Events 

Date Event Location 

Oct. 6-7 ASBU’s Satellite Interference Forum Tunis, Tunisia 

Oct. 9 NABA-LC Meeting (Teleconference) 

Oct. 17-25 ITU-R JTG 4-5-6-7 “WRC-15 Agenda items 1.1 and 1.2” Geneva, Switzerland 

Oct. 29 NABA-TC Meeting (Hosted by PBS) Arlington, VA, USA 

Nov. 4-6 WBU-ISOG Forum (Hosted by TV Globo) Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 

Nov. 18-28 ITU-R SG-6, WP-6A, 6B & 6C “Broadcasting Service” Geneva, Switzerland 

Dec. 4 ITU-R WRC-15 Preparation Workshop Geneva, Switzerland 

Dec. 10 NABA-BOD Meeting (Hosted by NBCU) New York City, NY, USA 

Dec. 16-20 WIPO—27th Standing Committee on Copyright and Related Rights  Geneva, Switzerland 

The NABAcaster Newsletter is also always available at www.nabanet.com 
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A complete list of upcoming events is available in the Calendar of Events section at www.nabanet.com 

NABA Members & Issues in the News 
 

Ericsson to Support Delivery of 19 local TV Services in the UK 

NAB is Moving After 66 Years — Board Votes to Move Headquarters 

NBCU Taps Ex-Univision President as EVP 

NPR Names New Chief, Announces Buyouts 

Colorado Floods:  Social Media Plays Key Role in News Coverage 

NAB to FCC — Don’t Take Our BAS 

Sprint Happy with FM Rollout So Far 

CBC/Radio-Canada Announces New Executive Vice-President of English Services 

Rogers Media Launches Next-Issue Canada, Ken Whyte Appointed President 

SES’ Astra 2E to Launch Sept. 30th 

Broadcasters to FCC — Taking time to Get Auction Reimbursement Right is Key 

The FCC’s Coming AM Revitalization NPRM 

NAB to Hill:  Broadcasters Remain Key First Informers 

IRG Executive says Interference Battle has “Long Way to Go” 

http://www.ibeconnects.com/NewsArticle.aspx?ArticleID=dc343cdf-e9c6-4f26-b5d8-e86beae06ecf
http://www.tvtechnology.com/news/0086/nab-is-moving-after--years/221260
http://www.mediapost.com/publications/article/209099/nbcu-taps-ex-univision-prez-as-evp.html?edition=64525#axzz2f3zeHL19
http://www.politico.com/blogs/media/2013/09/npr-names-new-chief-announces-buyouts-172593.html?ml=bp
http://blogs.denverpost.com/ostrow/2013/09/16/social-media-plays-key-role-in-co-flood-coverage/16485/
http://www.broadcastingcable.com/article/495597-NAB_to_FCC_Don_t_Take_Our_BAS.php
http://www.insideradio.com/Article.asp?id=2701334&spid=32061#.UjxHBiSe7Kw
http://www.cbc.radio-canada.ca/en/media-centre/2013/09/26/
http://www.broadcastermagazine.com/press-releases/story.aspx?btac=ta&id=1002620754&eid=a2447398-f509-4a55-88f1-d980bf45934b&stpc=BM&e=9u0s8rWw010w4qM2vx
http://www.satellitetoday.com/publications/2013/09/27/ses-astra-2e-to-launch-sept-30/?hq_e=el&hq_m=2754617&hq_l=6&hq_v=c3b7598318
http://www.broadcastingcable.com/article/495783-Broadcasters_to_FCC_Taking_Time_To_Get_Auction_Reimbursement_Right_is_Key.php
http://www.radioink.com/Article.asp?id=2706524&spid=30800
http://www.broadcastingcable.com/article/495834-NAB_To_Hill_Broadcasters_Remain_Key_First_Informers.php
http://www.satellitetoday.com/publications/2013/10/03/irg-executive-says-interference-battle-has-long-way-to-go/?hq_e=el&hq_m=2758080&hq_l=5&hq_v=c3b7598318

