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Mexico sets its focus on the broadcasting industry 

for a few days every year during the Semana Na-

cional de Radio y Televisión sorganized by Cámara 

Nacional de la Industria de Radio y Televisión 

(CIRT).  The CIRT show highlights all of the im-

portant topics that are related to the broadcast in-

dustry through conferences, panels, and product 

and service demonstrations and is not only attended 

by the leadership of the broadcasting industry, but 

also by heads 

of state.  This 

year’s show 

was attended 

by the Presi-

dent of Mex-

ico, Enrique 

Peña Nieto, 

and several 

candidates in 

the upcoming 

presidential 

election.   

 

In prepara-

tion for the 

recent CIRT 

show, one of 

the topics of 

interest that 

was identified was the newly released Advanced 

Television Systems Committee (ATSC) 3.0 digital 

television system.  Mr. Leonardo Ramos Mateos is 

a NABA Board member representing Grupo Tele-

visa, which is also a member of CIRT.  Mr. Ramos 

reached out to NABA and requested assistance 

with helping to inform the Mexican broadcasting 

industry representatives attending the CIRT show 

about all of the latest progress and capabilities of 

ATSC 3.0.  The NABA membership responded to 

the request by assembling a group of ATSC 3.0 

experts to travel to Mexico City and participate in 

the CIRT show on May 2-4, 2018, by providing a 

three-hour session on ATSC 3.0 and putting to-

gether a variety of demonstrations of the latest 

ATSC 3.0 technology. 

 

The ATSC 3.0 session occurred in the afternoon of 

the first day (May 2). The session began with some 

opening remarks from Mr. Ramos, the NABA Di-

rector-General, Michael McEwen, and the ATSC 

Chairman, Richard Friedel of 21st Century Fox, 

and was followed by an ATSC 3.0 summary by the 

ATSC President, Mark Richer. The rest of the ses-

sion was split into two parts with a break in be-

tween.   

 

The first part was 

organized by Glenn 

Reitmeier of NBC-

Universal and was  

dedicated to provid-

ing a detailed expla-

nation of the ATSC 

3.0 system.  Details 

on each of the layers 

and components of 

the system were 

explained to the 

audience through a 

collaborative effort 

between Madeleine 

Nolan, who is with 

LG and is the soon 

to be ATSC Task 

Group 3 (TG3) Chairperson, and Chris Homer, 

who is the Chairman of the ATSC TG3/S34-5 ad-

hoc group on Accessibility. 

 

The second part of the session was organized by 

Jerry Fritz of Sinclair Broadcast Group and ONE 

Media to provide details on actual ATSC 3.0 sta-

tion implementations. Mr. Fritz started the second 

part of the session with a deployment overview, 

followed by a description of the development of an 

ATSC 3.0 station in Dallas, TX. Kelly Williams of  
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the National Association of Broadcasters 

(NAB) then provided details on the ATSC 

3.0 test station that is up and running in 

Cleveland, OH.  Mark Barrington of 

Univision provided details of the ATSC 

3.0 station operating in Phoenix, AZ. 

 

Three demos showing ATSC 

3.0 technology were con-

structed and integrated into 

the Televisa booth located at 

a central location on the show 

floor. 

 

One demo was provided, con-

structed, configured, and at-

tended by Sony.  The Sony 

demo showed an interactive 

application built to run on the 

Android operating system.  It 

enables a high degree of per-

sonalization to drive interac-

tive advertising and program-

ming.  It also included a fea-

ture where consumers could 

receive loyalty awards or to-

kens to access premium con-

tent offerings, including event 

tickets, if they spent enough 

time watching programs.  

This demo was configured 

and operated by Arturo Jor-

dan and Mike Nejat of Sony. 

 

Another demo was provided 

by NAB Pilot.  They demon-

strated two ATSC 3.0 set top 

boxes connected in parallel to 

two TVs.  The technology in 

the set top boxes showed how 

targeted advertising capability 

could enable delivering one 

advertisement to one user’s 

TV while a different adver-

tisement is sent to the second 

user’s TV, driven by the per-

sonalization configuration 

information selected for the 

two users.  Other demonstra-

tions were also available, in-

cluding multi-view features 

incorporated into college football pro-

gramming and advanced emergency alert-

ing.  This demo was configured and oper-

ated by Kelly Williams of the NAB. 

 

The third ATSC 3.0 demo was provided 

by Dolby.  Dolby demonstrated the en-

hanced features made available by the AC-

4 audio codec.  The demo showed how 

different audio components could be deliv-

ered and could be used to compose alter-

nate audio presentations. The demo 

showed possible audio presentations of 

different languages, with or without video 

description for the visually impaired.  

Dolby also showed audio presentations 

during a rugby match where either the 

home or away announcers could be se-

lected by a user.  The demo also showed 

how the use of dialogue enhancement can 

help make dialogue more easily heard and 

interpreted in situations like a sporting 

event where there can be increased crowd 

noise.  This demo was configured and op-

erated by Ignacio Sanz and Daniel Martins 

of Dolby. 

 

These demos were operated alongside 

Televisa demonstrations that 

showed their live broadcast 

feed and Ultra-High Defini-

tion, High Dynamic Range, 

and Wide Color Gamut mate-

rial each on a 4K display. 

 

Mr. Ramos arranged several 

appointments for private 

demos through the three days 

of the show.  During this time, 

several groups of leaders in 

the broadcasting industry in-

vested the time to be taken 

through the full tour of all 

demos available at the Tele-

visa booth.  These leaders 

included company executives 

and government regulators. 

 

NABA also provided handout 

material further explaining the 

benefits, features, and en-

hancements of the ATSC 3.0 

system, in both English and 

Spanish. 

 

Feedback from the CIRT 

show attendees and organizers 

indicates that the ATSC 3.0 

effort was a great success.  It 

was reported by Televisa and 

CIRT leadership that all ob-

jectives had been achieved.  

The effort by NABA to intro-

duce ATSC 3.0 to the Mexi-

can broadcasting industry 

demonstrated the new oppor-

tunities that ATSC 3.0 can 

provide through its advanced 

features and technology, and 

provided evidence that ATSC 

3.0 is ready and available for 

adoption.  This effort also 

serves as a positive example 

of the great influence and effectiveness 

that can be applied when NABA member 

organizations from the three countries of 

North America join together in a unified 

effort to help the industry progress into the 

future. ∎  

Mr. Ramos Discusses NextGen TV Technology on Display with IFT 

Chairman, Gabriel Oswaldo Contreras Saldívar, and Staff 

Sony’s Mr. Jordan Takes Televisa Leadership through a Tour of Sony’s 

ATSC 3.0 Demo 
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It’s been a little 

over two months 

since we last 

published, but it 

seems like yes-

terday. Time 

f l i e s  w h e n 

you’re having 

fun? 

 

In early March, our AGM was hosted by 

the Disney/ABC Television Group in L.A. 

and was a tremendous day of content in-

cluding discussion about Next Generation 

TV, workflows, cyber security and a panel 

of news executives who blew the delegates 

away with a discussion about how to meet 

the challenges of Broadcast Journalism in 

the “Fake News Age.” It was a very good 

day exploring the cutting edge issues of 

our industry. My sincere thanks to Disney/

ABC for their superb and gracious hosting, 

you folks made the day possible. 

 

At the AGM, our Executive was con-

firmed for the coming two years. Richard 

Friedel (21st Century Fox) is serving a 

second term as our President, and Sergio 

Sarmiento (TV Azteca) is also returning 

for a second term as Vice-President. 

Borika Vucinic (Bell Media) was elected 

to a first term as a Vice-President. The 

Executive forms the Executive Committee, 

which meets on occasion to review our 

work, issues, and opportunities that the 

Association is dealing with, and provides 

direction to me and the Secretariat as 

needed. They are joined by T.R. Stoner 

(Univision) to form the Finance Commit-

tee to review our Budget performance and 

provide financial guidance as required. 

They are a great resource for NABA and 

it's a privilege to work with them closely. 

 

Of course, during the AGM we had our 

committee and Board meetings to advance 

their agendas. The Resilience and Risk 

Committee tried a new format: a roundta-

ble with a number of presentations and 

shared best practices amongst members 

present. Chaired by John Moore (Fox), the 

roundtable format was adopted to provide 

an opportunity to have full and frank dis-

cussions about safety, security and risk 

issues that all of our member companies 

face. The day was a great success and we 

will continue with this 

new format.  The next 

roundtable is planned for 

Toronto in late September. You can read 

more and see pictures from the AGM in 

this issue of NABAcaster. 

 

Just before Easter, we had a request from 

Leonardo Ramos (Televisa) on behalf of 

both his own company and the Mexican 

Broadcasters Association (CIRT) to come 

to the CIRT AGM and present the ATSC 

3.0 suite of standards and current imple-

mentation strategies for the U.S. As well, 

they wanted the system demonstrated over 

the three days of the AGM. NABA com-

bined efforts with the Advanced Televi-

sion System Committee (ATSC), to organ-

ize the presentations for May 2nd and the 

demos May 2nd through the 4th in Mexico 

City.  

 

Member companies of both organizations 

really stepped up to the plate including the 

NAB, Fox, Dolby, Univision, Sinclair, 

LG, Sony, and NBCU. Anyone we asked 

said, “this is a very good thing to do”. The 

demos were very successful in introducing 

Next-Gen TV to our Mexican colleagues. 

It was such a great collaboration of North 

American broadcasters and broadcast sup-

pliers in getting the capabilities of ATSC 

3.0 in front of our Mexican colleagues. 

Please have a look at Winston Caldwell’s 

article on the cover of this edition of  

NABAcaster. 

 

The NAB Show in early April was its 

usual week full of meetings, wandering the 

halls and a lot of catching up with people 

not seen in a while. There is no question 

that Next-Gen TV and ATSC 3.0 imple-

mentation was on everyone’s mind and 

with the Repack in full flight, there were 

many conversations about how all of this 

may work. Real excitement was apparent 

on the NAB exhibition floor. 

I came away with two very good memo-

ries this year. The first was the presenta-

tion of the Lifetime Achievement Award, 

during the 69th Annual Technology & En-

gineering Emmys, to Bob Ross (retired 

CBS) and Richard Friedel by the National 

Academy of Television Arts and Sciences. 

They both deserved their awards and I was 

heartened by the recognition they were 

given. Very satisfying! 

The other memory was an informal dinner 

with some of our Radio Committee (RC) 

members, where we talked informally 

about the radio industry, where it was 

headed and how we could help to keep 

radio central to today’s listeners. You 

could call it a good beginning to the Next-

Gen Radio work being carried on by the 

RC. The dinner was held at one of Paul 

Brenner’s (Emmis) favorite restaurants, 

with good food and conversation. I think 

the discussion informed the work that will 

be done by our new Working Group on 

Next-Gen Radio, chaired by Michael 

Beach (NPR), and the value of radio to the 

markets and communities it serves. 

 

Also in April, the International Telecom-

munication Union (ITU) held its semi-

annual suite of Study Group and Working 

Party meetings. Bob Weller (NAB) was 

there for NABA and has written a report 

for this edition, so please take note.  

 

The BBC, NABA and EBU filed a submis-

sion proposing that ITU-R Study Group 6 

consider SMPTE IMF as the format that 

could be used for programme production 

and international exchange. SMPTE also 

filed a similar contribution. Our proposal 

is for a production and exchange format 

capable of supplying content globally, 

while also creating a positive message 

about commonly developed and supported 

standards-based specifications, and in par-

ticular, our work on the IMF Specification. 

In other words, a universal platform for 

content. 

This was in response to a question (ITU-R 

140-6) raised by SG6 on the notion of a 

universal platform. Andy Quested (BBC) 

presented the proposal and has been asked 

by SG6 to be a rapporteur and investigate 

use cases and report back to the ITU in 

October. This is a natural outcome of all 

our work on Common Metadata and 

Specifications for file formats and if such 

a universal platform should evolve, signifi-

cant efficiencies in work flow for interna-

tional distribution would be realized. 

             Continued on Next Page... 

Director-General’s Report  
Michael McEwen, NABA 
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We will complete our work in North 

America on these specifications and place 

them into IMF/BXF, because to move to a 

global solution is a real opportunity for all 

our member companies. More about this 

effort as it plays out.  
 

In the coming weeks and months, all our 

Committees will be meeting culminating 

with a Board meeting in New York on July 

10th. The World Broadcasting Unions 

(WBU) also have a busy agenda, begin-

ning with WIPO meetings at the end of 

May, where we hope to make progress on 

a Diplomatic Conference for a new Broad-

caster Treaty to protect our signals. Also at 

the end of May, the WBU International 

Media Connectivity Group (IMCG) Forum 

meets in Atlanta at the Turner Campus. 

John Ball (Turner) is the IMCG Chair and 

it’s an opportunity to showcase some of 

the innovative work that Turner/CNN is 

doing in collection and distribution inter-

nationally. 

 

The WBU-TC meets in Manchester during 

the EBU Technical Assembly and John 

Lee (Fox) will be there as the WBU-TC 

Vice-Chair to support the Chair, Simon 

Fell , and interim Vice-Chair, Bassil 

Zoubi, from the Arab States Broadcasting 

Union (ASBU). It’s an opportunity to fur-

ther global requirements for cyber secu-

rity, Next-Gen TV technology, broadcast 

spectrum issues and other operational best 

practices.  

 

At the end of June, I will meet with my 

colleagues, the Secretaries/Directors-

General of the other regional broadcast 

Unions, where we will review the work of 

the WBU Committees: the TC, Sports, the 

Broadcaster Treaty Working Group 

(BTWG) and the WBU-IMCG. A lot of 

acronyms to throw out to you all, but all of 

it denotes important work to further our 

interests. 

 

We were happy to welcome a new NABA 

member, AVID, a very respected broad-

cast supplier that we all know well. They 

will bring expertise and be engaged in our 

discussions on all aspects of Next-Gen 

TV, particularly at our Technical Commit-

tee and in some of our international work 

through the WBU-IMCG. A big welcome 

to AVID from all your NABA colleagues. 

 

Now that spring has finally arrived (at 

least in Canada), I hope the sunshine and 

longer days provide a little relief to the 

daily grind. I look forward to seeing many 

of you over the coming months.∎ 

Bob Weller, NAB 

 

ITU-R Study Group 6 (Broadcasting Ser-

vice) and its working par-

ties met in Geneva April 16

-27.  This meeting block 

continued to develop rec-

ommendations and resolu-

tions for consideration at 

the 2019 World Radiocom-

munication Conference 

(WRC-19) to be held in 

Sharm El-Sheikh, as well as 

activities to help unify and 

improve broadcasting on a 

global scale. 

 

Jerry Fritz (ONEMedia/

Sinclair) and Louis Libin 

(HC2 Broadcasting) partici-

pated in the Working Party 

6A (WP6A, Terrestrial 

Broadcasting Delivery) and 

6C (Program Production) 

meetings April 16-20, and I participated in 

the WP6A and 6B (Broadcast Service As-

sembly) meetings April 23-26, as well as 

the full SG6 plenary meeting on April 27. 

 

The focus of NABA activities was on in-

troducing the ATSC 3.0 standard as a 

global option for terrestrial television 

broadcasting (in WP6A), support for a 

new objective measure of color fidelity 

(WP6C), and support for an Interoperable 

Mastering Format (IMF) for supply of 

content to broadcasters as part of a Global 

Platform (WP6B and WP6C).   

 

The ATSC 3.0 standard was introduced as 

an informational document and its status 

as a global standard for television broad-

casting will be validated through inclusion 

in an update to the Digital Terrestrial Tele-

vision Broadcasting (DTTB) Handbook, 

which is published by the ITU.  Louis Li-

bin was appointed chair-

man of a rapporteur group 

to identify relevant ITU-R 

documents (including but 

not limited to the DTTB 

Handbook) that require 

revision, and to collect 

information for revision of 

those documents to include 

ATSC 3.0.  His group is to 

report to WP6A, which is 

chaired by Amir Nafez of 

Iran.     

 

A new measure of color 

fidelity that will be useful 

for calibration and charac-

terization of HDR and 

WCG cameras and dis-

plays is being considered 

by WP6C as an ITU rec-

ommended standard (temporarily desig-

nated BT.COLORDIFF).  Lead by Dolby, 

the NABA-TC submitted a document in 

support of improved colorimetry that can 

support the high dynamic range and wide

(r) color gamut that is supported by ATSC 

3.0 and other next-generation television 

systems.            Continued on Next Page… 

NABA Supports Broadcasting at ITU Meetings 

ITU Radiocommunication Bureau head François Rancy addresses SG6.  SG6 

chairman Y. Nishida (Japan) and Counsellor I. Ghazi are to his left  



 

Finally, the NABA-TC, along with the 

BBC and EBU, are supporting SMPTE’s 

ST2067 IMF production and exchange 

format as a means of supplying and mas-

tering content for local and world-wide 

distribution.  These three NABA-

supported activities moved forward in the 

ITU process during this meeting block.  It 

was important to have NABA representa-

tives present to introduce the proposals, 

answer questions, and generally shepherd 

them along the ITU process.   

In addition to our planned activities, a 

number of parties approached us to sup-

port full protection of broadcasting from 

potential interference from Wireless Power 

Transfer (WPT) systems being proposed at 

longwave frequencies (LW, below 300 

kHz).  While the LW  

 

band is not used for broadcasting in North 

America, these systems have a high poten-

tial for radiated harmonic emissions at 

Medium Wave frequencies, particularly 

those used for AM and AM/HD 

broadcast (540-1700 kHz).  

Automotive (EV) charging sys-

tems in the 10-kilowatt range 

and public transit charging sys-

tems in the 100 kW range are 

proposed in this spectrum, so 

even a relatively small level of 

harmonic emission could cause 

widespread interference to radio 

reception.   

 

A NABA contribution to this 

effort is being lead by Jeff Det-

weiler of Xperi. This submission 

will be made to Study Group 1, 

which meets next June.  

The next SG6 meeting block is scheduled 

for October 15-26 in Geneva. ∎ 
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Flags at the entrance of the UN Geneva compound. 

Ashley Spanton, NABA 

 

At the beginning of March, NABA held its 

Committee meetings and Annual General 

Meeting (AGM) in California, bringing 

together our members for three days to 

discuss the course of NABA’s activities 

for 2018. 

 

On March 7th, the NABA Resilience and 

Risk Committee (RRC) held their first in-

person Roundtable discussion at Fox 

(10201 West Pico Blvd., Los Angeles). All 

members of NABA were welcome to at-

tend the discussion of best-practices, con-

fidential briefings by vendors and sharing 

topics by committee members. The face-to

-face aspect demanded a commitment 

from committee members and no phone 

participation was available. This proved to 

be a good initiative with productive results 

and planning discussion have already be-

gun for the next Roundtable. 

 

The NABA Technical Committee (TC) 

met on the morning of March 8th at Dis-

ney|ABC Television Group (2800 West 

Alameda Avenue, Burbank). There has 

been great leadership and participation in 

the TC, which has broadened its agenda 

and membership and advanced many of 

the ongoing projects. The TC looked at 

their current agenda with a view to moving 

forward on new work, while not forgetting 

what needs monitoring and further atten-

tion.  

 

NABA’s Legal Committee (LC) also met 

on the morning of March 8th, at NBCUni-

versal (111 Universal Hollywood Dr., Uni-

versal City) to continue discussions on its 

broadened agenda, which included sharing 

regulatory practices, copyright initiatives 

by North American countries, a paper on 

piracy with devices like Roku and what 

actions can be taken, and cultural or regu-

latory implications that the NAFTA nego-

tiations may have on member companies. 

There was also a continued focus on the 

Broadcaster Treaty negotiation in Geneva 

at the World Intellectual Property Organi-

zation (WIPO), which could see potential 

movement in negotiations this year. 

 

The Board of Directors met in the after-

noon on March 8th at Disney|ABC Televi-

sion Group to round out the committee 

meetings. The board focused on closing 

out the previous year and looking at the 

year ahead, providing a moment to reflect 

on what NABA has been doing and what 

still lays ahead for 2018. This meeting was 

followed by a dinner at The Smoke House. 

 

It was with great pleasure that Dis-

ney|ABC Television Group hosted 

NABA’s AGM on March 9th - a very good 

day of content that included keynotes and 

panels on Cloud, Cyber Security, Fake 

News and key challenges facing our indus-

try in the coming year. The AGM is al-

ways an excellent opportunity to bring 

together our members and colleagues to 

spend time together and take part in dis-

cussions to stay current with the issues of 

our industry. 

 

A big thank you to everyone at Dis-

ney|ABC Television Group, Fox and 

NBCUniversal for hosting our meetings, 

and to all the members and colleagues who 

attended and engaged in the content 

throughout the three days.  

   Images Continued on Next Page... 

 

NABA’s Committee Meetings and AGM Share Industry  

Content and Discussions 
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Mike Napodano, Chief Technology  

Officer, Disney|ABC 

L-R: TR Stoner, Tod Madden, Brad Wall, Constance Goshgarian, 

Francois Vaillant, Richard Friedel 

Wendy Frank, Principal, Technology Con-

sulting, Applications and Emerging Tech-

nology, PwC  

L-R: Esther Enkin, Luciano Pascoe, Wendy Freeman, David Reiter, 

Tom Walters 

L-R: Brad Wall, Frank Governale, Marty Garrison, Mario Vecchi, Richard Friedel, Borika 

Vucinic 

NABA Board of Directors at The Smoke House 



 

Amal Punchihewa, ABU 

 

The ABU has been working bi-laterally 

with most of the broadcast-

ing unions including 

ASBU, EBU, NABA and 

AUB closely in many mat-

ters, as well as collectively 

under the WBU. In spec-

trum, interference, radio 

and cyber security issues, 

the WBU-TC has been col-

laborating with relevant 

organizations to look after 

the interest of broadcast 

union members. The ABU 

worked with the EBU, 

NABA and WBU-TC on a 

cyber security recommendation document 

for the WBU-TC. 

 

In partnership with ASBU, a workshop 

about evolving digital media platforms 

was held at the ASBU Academy in Tunis 

from March 12th to 17th. The workshop 

addressed Internet Protocol TV (IPTV), 

Integrated Broadcast Broadband (IBB) and 

Over-the-top (OTT) as digital media distri-

bution platforms. 

Ten participants from Algeria, Oman, Pal-

estine and Tunis attended the five day 

training course, which addressed a number 

of critical learning areas for 

broadcast and IT engineers in 

the media field. Among the top-

ics were the latest  IBB tech-

nologies and services based on 

media engines such as HbbTV, 

increasing use of IP in broadcast 

operations, including production 

and evolving workflows based 

on IP, AI and cyber security. 

 

All participants and other stake-

holders were pleased with the 

outcome of the training course. 

Participants mentioned in their feedback 

that they were looking forward to applying 

what they had learned in the course at their 

work places. ∎ 
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News from ABU - Inter-union Cooperation 

Seated at middle of the picture are Dr. Adnan Sahab from ASBU acad-

emy and Dr. Amal Punchihewa, ABU Director of Technology and  

Innovation. 

This article was contributed by Amal Punchihewa. This is the first article in an exchange process between sister unions with NABA and 

the last for Amal, as he returns to New Zealand after serving five years as Director of Technology and Innovation, ABU. 

Michael McEwen, NABA 

 

I knew Dick for more than thirty years. 

We both became involved with 

NABA in the mid-eighties and 

worked closely off and on over that 

span of time. He was at first a col-

league and then a friend. I will miss 

him; he was a constant that was sim-

ply a part of my life. 

 

As most of you know, Dick came to 

CNN in the very early years, after a 

career in the theatre and teaching. As 

he has said himself, he had to find 

out what “cable” was and who Ted 

Turner was. But in fact, his earlier 

career(s) gave him the tools to be 

creative in his approach and he was 

an absolute “whiz” when it came to 

problem solving in the evolving satellite 

collection and distribution work that was 

central to CNN’s operations. He was an 

innovator extraordinaire. 

Dick and his wife Marjorie met in an act-

ing class at Greenwich University and 

married in 1973. Marjorie was a drama 

teacher and the light of Dick’s life. They 

had two children, Ethan and Elizabeth, and 

were a very close family. Sadly, Marjorie 

died from ALS in 1997 and Dick dedi-

cated the rest his life to his children and 

his work in a way that tragedy often dic-

tates. 

 

When Dick retired at the end of 

2013 after 32 years at CNN, he 

struggled with some health issues 

and establishing new career direc-

tions. But always constant were 

his joy and love for his children, 

very loud rock and roll, movies, 

and gossip about industry issues 

(usually discussed over a good 

meal).  

 

Dick revelled in his role as Chair 

of the World Broadcasting Un-

ions’ International Satellite Opera-

tions Group, WBU-ISOG (which 

became the International Media 

Connectivity Group, IMCG, in 2015). He 

had colleagues and friends around the  

                          

             Continued on Next Page... 

Remembering Dick Tauber (June 20, 1944 - April 10, 2018) 

Michael McEwen and Dick Tauber almost 25 years ago 
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world including broadcasters, satellite pro-

viders, and fibre and internet suppliers.  

 

Dick was asked at the Space and Satellite 

Professionals International (SSPI) event in 

late 2016 ‘how will the satellite industry 

change by 2023?’ Characteristically he 

responded (in part):  

 

“There’s a lot of stuff happening, if 

you look at it now, the use of IP for 

example, the use as a transmission 

protocol, as a method of getting trans-

mission from one place to another or 

transmission from one place to many 

places, I think that kind of technology 

will expand...there’s always a ques-

tion of  ‘Well, do you think such and 

such will kill off the satellite truck’, 

or ‘do you think such and such will 

be here in five years’, ‘will you stop 

using these other things when you 

use this new thing’. Frankly, we 

will continue to use everything. 

These are all just tools, they are 

important tools and they all have 

a place and a need for the kind 

of things we have to do. And 

we’ll continue to explore those 

tools as well as new ones, which 

develop. Gosh, there’s so much 

going on in satellite, sometimes I 

feel like I’m running in place 

just to keep up.” 
 

That was Dick; always open, always 

inquisitive and always genuine. 

What follows is an interview done by 

then NABAcaster editor Jason Paris 

in late 2013 as Dick talks about his 

career, his retirement and the future. 

 

His passing is a great lost to us all. ∎ 

Dick’s Retirement Party Dick’s Retirement Party 

IBC 2007 NABA’s Former News and Operations Committee 

Dick Tauber 
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Jason Paris, Former NABAcaster Editor  

 

How does one go from being a Dean of 

Students in small-town New York State 

to being a satellite desk trainee at a 

fledgling cable news network in At-

lanta? 

I am the perfect example of: “it’s not who 

you are, but who you know,” and also a 

case of: “being in the right place at the 

right time.”  In my second year at Darrow 

School, I was assigned a number of stu-

dents who I mentored, including a terrific 

kid named Orrin Schonfeld, whose father 

– Reese Schonfeld – I got to know quite 

well.  Reese had a company in New York 

called Independent Television News Asso-

ciation (ITNA) which acted as a poor 

man’s Reuters or AP.  In the 1970s when 

Ted Turner was thinking about starting a 

24-hour cable news channel he consulted 

with Reese and eventually convinced him 

to give-up ITNA and move to Atlanta and 

head up CNN.  At roughly the same time 

my wife and I decided it may be time to 

start something new and Orrin suggested I 

call his dad, now in Atlanta as President of 

CNN.  Immediately, two questions ran 

through my head... “What’s cable?” and 

“Who’s Ted Turner?”  I quickly learned.   

 

Reese brought me to Atlanta and was 

showing me around CNN where by coinci-

dence I also reconnected with a former 

college mate – Rick Brown – who was 

starting the CNN Satellite Desk.  It just so 

happened he needed to fill a seat at the 

desk within 30 days.  So despite not know-

ing anything about satellites, I used my 

experiences in my younger years working 

the lighting board for off-Broadway pro-

ductions as a comparison with the work I 

would be doing with satellites.  I began to 

see satellites similar to stage lights.  Basi-

cally, there were so many “things” up in 

the sky that generally couldn’t all be up at 

once, so you had to pick and choose the 

proper connections to make it look pretty.  

I found that if you did all the right moves 

and plugged things together in the right 

way, then you got this beautiful storybook 

called theatre.  In CNN’s case, it was live 

24-hour news pictures with sound for tele-

vision!  (Audio was often a hang up!)   

And so began my tenure. 

Part of your current role at CNN in-

volves investigating newly developed 

systems and technologies for use in 

newsgathering.  With that in mind, do 

you see anything on the horizon that is 

going to change the game again?  

Upcoming is what they call HEVC com-

pression which is superior to both MPEG-

2 and MPEG-4 and with it you get better 

efficiency on the satellite.  This means 

more channels or a broader choice of 

channels where increased bandwidth can 

be used more efficiently and for better 

quality.  We are also coming up on 

UHDTV (also known as 4K/8K) transmis-

sions.  I feel both these technologies are 

about to land at roughly the same time so 

that the picture quality going into homes 

will improve substantially.  However, this 

will also require an entire upgrade of sys-

tems for both consumers and broadcasters 

at a time when some are still just convert-

ing from SD to HD.  I’m not sure how 

quickly it will play out, but it is certainly 

the next step.  I also feel that the quality is 

going to look much more real and that it 

will diminish the value of 3D technology.  

We will see the effects most quickly in 

sports and some entertainment products.  

News will almost-certainly come later.  

But wait for next year’s World Cup.  And 

then the Olympics! 

Will satellites continue to play the role 

they do now or will it be diminished? 

The one good thing about satellite is that it 

goes everywhere.  While fibre may be in 

many places, it costs a certain amount of 

money to get fibre installed in a remote 

location and it just does not always pay for 

itself, so some companies, including some 

big ones, just won’t do it.  On a related 

note, ISOG is doing a live 4K demo test 

using a full transponder at our upcoming 

Forum in Rio de Janeiro on November 6th 

beamed from the Intelsat earth station in 

Ellenwood, GA.  Right now, with a full 

transponder you can do up to 12 transmis-

sion channels.  The fact that we are doing 

a 4K demo and that it will require a full 

transponder is relevant in that the satellite 

industry is looking forward to more capac-

ity being used in the future, not less. 

  

Any advice for your ISOG successors? 

ISOG’s mission statement was purpose-

fully changed a number of years ago to 

“...by satellite or any other means” in 

recognition that we were no longer just a 

satellite transport group.  I would hope and 

encourage this to continue.  I truly believe 

it is ISOG’s job to follow all transmission 

technologies, whether fibre, cellular, over-

the-top or IP.  Knocking on the edge of 

technology is as important as ever and 

things are going to continue to change.  

ISOG’s responsibility is to stay on top of it 

all, while making it as easy and convenient 

for those that have to put the pieces to-

gether and move the content back to home 

base.  

What do you feel has been of most 

value with regards to CNN/Time-

Warner’s membership in NABA? 

I personally think that sitting down at a 

table with other companies who are do-

ing what you are doing, even if they are 

your competitors, is hugely important.  

There are issues that if we focus on them 

together, we are able to achieve results 

that are beneficial to all.  This is one of 

the primary values of membership and 

why I have always been a big supporter 

of NABA. 

 

What will you miss the most?  What 

will you miss the least?   

I will miss the international meetings 

and feel now that I probably didn’t take 

enough enjoyment out of being in so 

many foreign locales.  Coincidentally, 

the travel is also what I will miss the 

least.  It’s cramped, annoying, and the 

airplanes are too hot and their food too 

bland. 

For the full interview, click here to read  

the NABAcaster November, 2013 issue. 
∎ 

 

 

From the 2013 NABAcaster Archives: An Interview with Dick Tauber 

http://nabanet.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/NABAcaster-Issue_7.pdf
http://nabanet.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/NABAcaster-Issue_7.pdf
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NABA Welcomes New Members Avid Technology and CenturyLink 

 

We are thrilled to welcome Avid Technology and CenturyLink to NABA as Affiliate Members.  

Avid Technology provides comprehensive tools and workflow solutions to create, distribute and monetize media, 

from feature films to television shows, news programs and televised sporting events, and celebrated music re-

cordings and live concerts. Avid delivers the most open and efficient media platform, connecting content creation 

with collaboration, asset protection, distribution, and consumption through its industry-leading solutions. 

CenturyLink (NYSE: CTL) is the second largest U.S. communications provider to global enterprise customers. 

With customers in more than 60 countries and an intense focus on the customer experience, CenturyLink strives 

to be the world’s best networking company by solving customers’ increased demand for reliable and secure con-

nections. The company also serves as its customers’ trusted partner, helping them manage increased network and 

IT complexity and providing managed network and cyber security solutions that help protect their business. 

Date Event Location 

May 21-31 ITU-R WP 5A Geneva, Switzerland 

May 21-June 6 ITU-R WP 5C Geneva, Switzerland 

May 22-25 CITEL 32nd Meeting of PCC.I Peru 

May 22-24 SMPTE Bits by the Bay Chesapeake Beach, MD 

May 22 ATSC TG Meeting Washington, DC 

May 23-24 ATSC Annual Broadcast Conference Washington, DC 

May 23-26 AES 144th International Convention—Power of Sound Milan, Italy 

May 28-June 1 WIPO Standing Committee on Copyright and Related Rights (36th 
Session) 

Geneva, Switzerland 

May 30-31 WBU-IMCG Forum Atlanta, GA 

June 4-12 ITU-R WP 1A & 1B (Spectrum) Geneva, Switzerland 

June 4 NABA Radio Committee (RC) Meeting [ Teleconference ] 

June 5 WBU-TC Salford/Manchester, UK 

June 5-12 ITU-R WP 1C Spectrum Monitoring Geneva, Switzerland 

June 7-8 EBU Technical Assembly Saltford/Manchester, UK 

Looking Ahead - Key Dates & Upcoming Events 

The NABAcaster newsletter is available online at:  
http://nabanet.com/nabacaster/ 
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A complete list of upcoming events is available at:  http://nabanet.com/calendar/ 

http://www.avid.com/
http://www.centurylink.com/
http://nabanet.com/nabacaster/
http://nabanet.com/calendar/

