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I am writing this 

report as the 

“dog days” of 

summer are just 

behind us. For 

those of us liv-

ing in Northern 

climes, summer 

seems all too 

fleeting, even with climate change. Since 

the last issue of NABAcaster we have had 

a number of interesting meetings and 

events. 

 

The NABA Legal Committee (LC) along 

with the World Broadcasting Unions’ 

WIPO Broadcaster Treaty Working 

Group (WBU-WIPO BTWG) are finally 

seeing possible movement at WIPO on a 

new Broadcaster Treaty, which would 

protect broadcast signals in the digital age. 

This could include signals for over-the-air, 

cable, satellite and on the internet for catch

-up services. Signal piracy is an increasing 

problem, particularly for those who dis-

tribute services internationally, and as we 

move to all IP-based platforms it will only 

worsen. 

 

This is why we have spent many years 

working with WIPO to realize a stronger 

protection for the broadcast signal in a 

digital age. But each member country of 

WIPO has their own agenda (as do many 

NGOs like NABA and the WBU) and so it 

is hard to find a consensus. In recent 

months we have seen a great willingness 

by member countries to address the issue 

and find a consensus on proceeding to a 

Diplomatic Conference.  

 

We will watch very carefully at the WIPO 

General Assembly (coming up at the end 

of September) to see if they will authorize 

a process to have a Diplomatic Conference 

in 2019, which would give the opportunity 

to produce a Treaty that would better pro-

tect our signals. Leadership by key players 

and regions like the U.S., the EU, Japan, 

Africa, Argentina, Brazil and many others 

will be critical to success. Broadcasters 

from all the World Broadcasting Unions 

need to discuss with their governments the 

importance of this kind of treaty protection 

for our collective future. It 

will be a busy few 

months. 

We had a very successful WBU Interna-

tional Media Connectivity Group (WBU

-IMCG) Forum in Atlanta at the end of 

May, hosted by Turner. It has been years 

since I have been to the Turner Campus 

and I must admit I was stunned at their 

facility. With over a hundred people at-

tending, topics ranged from an explanation 

of the business and operating benefits of 

ATSC 3.0, to New Trends in Media and 

Video Contribution and Delivery.  

 

This Forum continues to deliver on cutting 

edge technology and operations, particu-

larly in the area of international collection 

and delivery. John Ball from Turner chairs 

this group with support from Joe Shimizu 

(NHK) and Kazimir Bacic (HRT). Along 

with help from the planning group, they 

have created tremendous learning and 

sharing events for broadcasters and service 

suppliers alike. For more details from this 

forum, see John Ball’s recap in this issue 

of NABAcaster. The next Forum will be in 

Geneva the end of November. 

 

The WBU Technical Committee (WBU-

TC) met face-to-face in Manchester in mid

-June and then went on to spend two days 

at the European Broadcasting Union's 

(EBU) Technical Assembly. At the TC 

meeting, Cyber Security was discussed, as 

well as a statement on the protection of C-

band for broadcasters. The statement was 

signed off and sent to the Secretaries/

Directors-General of the WBU, where they 

approved it at their face-to-face meeting in 

Tirana, Albania on  June 26th. The state-

ment was then released publicly and can 

be found on our website here.  

 

It is clear that governments and regulators 

will be looking to C-band for 5G imple-

mentation, so our statement was done to 

remind them that the band is critical for 

both collection and delivery of content and 

broadcast signals. Currently there are on-

going consultations and proposed rule 

making in the U.S., Canada and indeed 

other parts of the world. It is a complex 

and difficult issue with some of our mem-

ber companies finding themselves with 

opposing interests in different company 

divisions. In trying to help progress of a 

new technology, with obvious benefits to 

citizens, all interested parties should work 

to do no harm to existing and well used 

practices. Stay tuned as this issue will oc-

cupy some of our best minds over the 

coming while. The WBU-TC will meet 

again in person at IBC on September 16. 

We had a TC Meeting on June 19th and a 

Board of Directors' meeting on July 10th, 

both of those hosted by CBS in New York, 

so the summer has not been entirely spent 

sitting by the pool or at the cottage. An-

other TC Meeting hosted by Corus in To-

ronto followed on  September 5th, and as 

we begin to gear up for the fall, our agenda 

includes our next Board of Directors’ 

meeting hosted by Bell Media in Montreal 

and a Resilience and Risk Committee 

Roundtable hosted by CBC in Toronto, 

both at the end of September. Our normal 

committee meetings will continue through-

out the next couple of months.  

The Radio Committee (RC) is working 

on having their 4th Future of Radio and 

Audio Symposium (FRAS) and should be 

announcing the date shortly. The Secre-

tariat is also working with some of our 

members’ News Executives on a Next-

Generation News Symposium early in 

the new year. So, some exciting things are 

in the works. 

Clyde Smith has retired from Fox. As I 

think most of you know, he has been lead-

ing our Common Metadata Specifications 

for File Formats for almost five years now. 

As he retires, we are in the final stages of 

putting these specifications into SMPTE’s 

BXF and IMF standards. Clyde has a ma-

jor overview of the work to date in this 

edition of NABAcaster and says it is now 

time for our members to implement this 

work in planning their next cycle of capital 

investments.      

Please read the article and discuss within 

your company what and how you can im-

plement this work and reap the workflow 

benefits. 
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