NORTH AMERICAN BROADCASTERS ASSOCIATION | OCTOBER-NOVEMBER, 2014

www.nabanet.com

►

Introducing NABA’s Future of
Radio & Audio Symposium

►

Director-General’s Report

►

4th Annual Americas
Spectrum Management
Conference

►

CBU to Celebrate 45 Years
of Service

►

WIPO 2014 General
Assembly Review

►

Summary of the 24th Meeting
of CITEL’s PC II Session

►

CEA Honours NAB’s David
Layer with Leadership Award

►

EBU’s David Wood Receives
Lifetime Achievement Award

►

NABA Members & Issues
in the News

►

Calendar of Events

NABAcaster

is published by and for members
and friends of the North American
Broadcasters Association ( NABA )
P.O. Box 500, Station A
Toronto, ON M5W 1E6
Canada
Tel.: +1 416-598-9877
Fax: +1 416-598-9774
Email: contact@nabanet.com
President
Robert J. Ross
Director-General
Michael McEwen
Editor
Jason Paris
Staff
Anh Ngo
Jenn Hadfield
Vineet Mathur

NABA BOARD MEETING
October 24th
Los Angeles, CA

Introducing NABA’s
Future of Radio & Audio Symposium
Julie McCambley, CBC/Radio-Canada
Join NABA’s Radio Committee and key public and
private broadcasters from North America on Feb.
19, 2015, for the Future of Radio & Audio Symposium, hosted at the Glenn Gould Studio in the
CBC/Radio-Canada’s Broadcasting Centre in Toronto, Ontario, Canada.
The Radio Symposium will highlight
some of the most
important issues
and opportunities
facing radio in
North
America,
while focusing on
the future of this
critical broadcast
medium.
This will be a gathering of experts
inside and outside
of the radio and audio industries featuring panels
moderated by members of NABA’s Radio Committee.
Among the topics being addressed are: the future
of delivery, digital radio and how it fits into a
broadband world, revitalizing the AM band, ‘local’
– radio’s competitive advantage, the next generation of radio in-car services and also radio as first
responder (the importance of radio in emergency
situations).
Show your support for NABA and the radio and
audio industry by choosing from a variety of sponsorship opportunities. You can contact Jason Paris
(jparis@nabanet.com) for more information.
Booth exhibit space is also available in the Glenn
Gould lobby where Symposium participants will be
located for registration, breaks and lunch.

As Radio continues to undergo a significant change
around the world, it’s important to have a forum
for North American radio broadcasters to discuss
how radio remains competitive, relevant and operating in a transitional environment from one traditional transmission service to new ways of delivery
content across multiple platforms.
NABA’s
Radio
Committee (RC)
has made a commitment to develop
best practices and
share ideas on issues and innovation
for radio broadcasters in North America (Mexico, the US
and Canada) that
connect to keeping
radio competitive
and relevant, engaging with the communities
being
served, being seen
as a vehicle of entertainment and public service,
and enhancing the listening experience.
The RC will represent the views and interests of
NABA members to businesses and promote those
interests to achieve continued radio relevance in
new media and mobile platforms. In all of the
work the RC does, it’s framed by the value that
radio provides to the consumer in a public service
and market sense in their local, regional and national communities; that this must be maintained
and enhanced as new digital services are developed
to reach all demographics and all interests.
Be part of it and join us on Feb. 19th for a day filled
with engaging and dynamic conversations about
the future of the radio and audio industry in North
America. Registration is now open on Eventbrite
(write the Secretariat if you need the password).
We look forward to seeing you in Toronto! ∎
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and relevant agenda for our signals in the digital world. Like any UNmembers. Well done guys. based body, it is not easy to achieve consensus amongst all the governments repreAs you may know, NABA’s 2015 AGM sented and as you will note in her report in
Event will be hosted by CBC/Radio-Canada this issue (pg. 4) our consultant on these
in Toronto next February 17th and 18th with matters, Eric Redler, has found that it is a
Committee and Board meetings on the 17th tiny step forward and sometimes a major
and then a full day of content on the 18th slide back. Frustrating work to say the least.
featuring interesting and provocative panels Legal Committee Chair Ben Ivins (NAB)
and keynote speakers. As you’ll note from and Vice-Chair Gerardo Munoz de Cote
our cover piece, Julie McCambley (Chair, (Televisa) along with their Committee
NABA-RC) has announced that on the 19th members will continue to chart a course for
of February the Radio Committee will pre- continued engagement on the treaty issue
sent a day-long Future of Radio & Audio and coordination with the other unions, but
Symposium. More will be publically avail- they too are confounded by the time and
able in the coming weeks and months in- effort this work takes.
cluding speakers and panelists for all of
this. However, the Board and Committee Michael Miller (ABC/Disney) and John
Meetings, followed by the AGM content Moore (Fox), Chair and Vice-Chair, respecday and then topped by the Symposium is a tively, of the Risk Awareness and Content
three-day event well worth getting into your Continuity Committee (RACC), are workdiaries now! What could be better than a ing through an ambitious plan to meet their
great few days of stimulating content, agenda via a series of “SubTeams.” These
equally interesting people and issues that will include a group focused on Cyber Seare on the cutting edge of our industry. All curity of Broadcast Operations, an increasin Toronto, Canada in mid-winter (honestly, ingly important and necessary subject as
it’s not so bad).
broadcasters move to IP-based production,
workflow and distribution. Another group
Our Radio Committee, as you’ll note as is centered on the safety of our staff and
well from Julie’s piece, is aggressively field crews during emergencies. I like to
moving forward with its agenda. For a think of this Committee as the “Canary in
Committee that was created less than a year the Coal Mine,” as it is their role to make
ago, it is making tangible progress, not only sure broadcast members are aware of all the
with the planned Symposium but with a best practices in the risk/emergency areas.
focused mandate which is rooted in the Moreover, where action is needed to make
changing business model for radio in the IP/ us more prepared and able to assist viewers
digital era. Julie is now joined by Vice- and listeners in times of emergency, RACC
Chair Paul Brenner (Emmis) and I’m confi- will recommend what needs to be done.
dent that their combined leadership is creat- Important work that generally is unseen,
ing a sustainable agenda focused on North except when the bell goes off and there is a
American solutions for audio and radio, of crisis.
which much will be highlighted at the Symposium next February. Hard work, but well I have spent some time talking about our
worth the results.
Committees since they do the work and
realize the agendas of our members. If you
The Legal Committee has been again fo- will, they are the engine that runs the
cused on creating conditions at the World NABA ship and it takes the Committee
Intellectual Property Organization that leadership and members’ time from their
would lead to a Diplomatic Conference for busy day jobs to push this along. And for
a new Broadcaster Treaty to protect our their commitment, we are all grateful. ∎

Director-General’s Report
Michael McEwen, NABA
As we enter the
fall season NABA
continues to embark on a number
of projects that
will dominate our
work over the next
few months and
well into the New
Year.

The Joint Task Force on File Formats and
Media Interoperability (JTFFFMI), chaired
by Fox’s Clyde Smith, is now assessing the
research and input from our members and
industry partners (i.e., User Requirement
Survey Report) which define the issues and
problems requiring resolution. These include metadata, formats, content delivery,
workflow, cost and transcoding, plus several other areas. The JTFFMI report and
recommendations are due by the end of the
year. This whole area has been an increasing thorn in the side of broadcast operations
as we have quickly moved from the analogue to the digital non-linear world. Progress in resolving some of these issues is
welcome news for all of us.
The Technical Committee has also been
delving into a host of new initiatives that
will focus initially on “best practices” and
education. They include a changing workforce in the digital IP environment, workflow, over-the-top services, cloud-based
storage, and the ever increasingly important
IP production and delivery based technology. These new topics are in addition to
work being done on the Next Generation of
Television and preparations for WRC-15
next year in Geneva. The Committee now
meets face-to-face four times a year and has
a number of very active sub-committees.
Chair John Lee (CBC/Radio Canada) and
Vice-Chairs Bob Plummer (Fox) and Jim
Starzynski (NBCU) have done a lot of work
over the past two years in creating a vibrant
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CBU to Celebrate 45 Years of Service
Sonia Gill, CBU

This grouping of broadcasters and other
media stakeholders covers an estimated
twelve million people speaking four standard languages, and countless creoles and
patois, scattered over 22 island and
mainland countries and territories. It’s no
wonder that the birth of the Caribbean
Broadcasting Union (CBU) in 1970 preceded the establishment of the regional
grouping of governments, the Caribbean
Community, also known as CARICOM.
It was obvious to the CBU’s founders that
communication was a critical engine of
regional integration and remains so nearly
45 years later.
The CBU, headquartered in Barbados, is
still an active participant in addressing the
vital development issues of the region,
through a focus on cooperation among the
broadcasting sector, and with other stakeholders. The Union currently has fortyfive associate and full members and partnerships with private sector and international development agencies. Through
these alliances, the CBU is able to fulfil
its mandate to provide capacity-building
opportunities for its members’ institutions
and staff as well as lead advocacy efforts
within and outside the region on critical
policy issues.
The profile of
the CBU in
2014
has
changed over
the past four
and a half
decades. The
organization
is currently
led by only
the 2nd ever
CBU’s President
female PresiShida Bolai
dent, Shida
Bolai, CEO
of CCN (TV
6) in Trinidad and Tobago. And in 2014
the CBU hired its first-ever female Secretary General, Sonia Gill, the product of a
Jamaican mother and a Barbadian father,
who has split her media and legal career
between the two countries.
The CBU is ensuring it uses new media to
serve the interests of traditional broadcast-

ers. In July of 2014 the CBU re-launched
its
website
at
a
new
URL,
www.caribroadcastunion.org. At the new
-look site, members and other interested
persons can click their way through the
video-recordings of the forums of the
most recent AGA, take a look at the winning entries in the CBU Caribbean Broadcasting Awards and gather information on
upcoming media sector events, in the Caribbean and beyond.
In terms of its programmatic emphases, as
it approaches its 45th year, the CBU is
paying close attention to local and international developments in the areas of
spectrum allocation, digital transition,
intellectual property rights, media education and training, gender mainstreaming
and the opportunities for the media sector
in the CARICOM Single Market and
Economy.
CBU’s emphasis on development issues
vital to the region has been recognised by
international agencies partnering with
Caribbean states to address poverty, youth
unemployment and gender equity. In
April of 2014 the CBU launched a project
funded by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) office for Barbados and the Eastern Caribbean. Under
the project the CBU, through its affiliate
pan-regional cable television station
Caribvision, is promoting the achievements of the Youth-IN programme, which
has provided support for Caribbean young
people in entrepreneurial and innovation
activities, as well as addressing youth and
citizen security issues.
The CBU, as an institution, has been
elected Secretary General of the International Steering Committee of the Global
Alliance on Media and Gender. This is a
fitting platform for the project CBU
signed in July 2014 with UNESCO to
provide capacity-building support for Caribbean media managers in establishing
and enhancing institutional policies to
advance gender equality in their programming as well as among their staff. The
CBU has also been promoting the interests of its members with governments in
the region and in key international institutions. In particular, the CBU, as an active

member of the World Broadcasting Unions, has joined the global advocacy effort
to retain for primary use for broadcasting,
certain parts of the UHF spectrum that are
being mooted for sharing with telecommunications providers. The CBU has supported its members in preparing for the
challenges and opportunities of digital
transition, providing forums for the sharing of experiences of Caribbean countries
already moving towards digital switchover, including the Bahamas, Curacao,
Suriname and Cuba.

TV production training at a CBU
workshop in March, 2014.

The CBU’s drive to remain relevant was
the justification for a key topic discussed
during the recent Annual General Assembly (AGA) held in Suriname this August.
The CBU’s founding members were staterun media houses, established by Caribbean governments as part of independence
institutions. And while public service
broadcasters continue to make up the core
of the Union’s membership, the CBU’s
current role embraces the diversity of free
-to-air radio and television stations, cable
operators, public information services and
academic institutions active in the region.
At the AGA, the CBU’s members considered proposals for the expansion of the
categories of membership, including adding a wide range of digital media providers to the Union’s ranks.
When the CBU celebrates its 45th anniversary in St. George’s, Grenada from August 17-20, 2015, it is very likely that the
organization will throw open its doors to
the new generation of electronic media
services disseminating information, education and entertainment content from
traditional radio and television services,
and even print–based entities, over the
Internet and on mobile devices across the
Caribbean. ∎
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WIPO 2014 General Assembly Review
Erica Redler, NABA (Legal Consultant)

WIPO holds its annual General Assembly
(GA) every September to review the previous year's activities and plan for the
future. The 2014 GA opened in a brand
new conference hall with the newly
elected, if not new, Director General, and
hopes were for a more constructive meeting than the difficult one last year. But
very quickly it became apparent that
nothing was changed, not the issues, nor
the deadlocked positions. The Broadcaster Treaty (BT) was but one of several
matters back at the GA with essentially
the same proposal as last year. Again,
NABA and other broadcast unions sought
a concrete work plan leading up to a Diplomatic Conference to finally adopt a
treaty.
Initially, there was broad support for a
Diplomatic Conference expressed on the
record. However, as before, discussions
on the BT were linked to those on Exceptions and Limitations (L&E) resulting in
the same stalemates that blocked progress
at the two SCCR meetings this year.
Days of informal consultations took
place, but in the end the GA did no better
than the Standing Committee on Copyright and Related Rights in finding a com-

promise. In a last resort to get a decision,
advocates on L&E‘s moderated their ask
and proposed a redo of last year’s resolution. That resolution had proved unhelpful, and key developed countries, notably
the EU and the US, preferred no decision
to a bad one.
The consequences of the GA "no decision" are unclear. There are differing
views as to the mandate of the SCCR to
continue work on its various agenda items
and the usefulness of doing so given current entrenched positions. The SCCR is not
the only deadlocked
committee at WIPO
pointing to a systemic
problem. Breaking the
deadlocks may require
reassessment of current
projects to harmonize
them more closely with
WIPO’s constitutional
mandate. This mandate,
as set out in the WIPO
Convention is “to promote the protection of
intellectual property
throughout
the

world..." In recent years projects have
been advanced that are inconsistent with
this mandate. Friction has been growing,
and this year many delegations rejected
proposals that are more about the erosion
of IP protection than its promotion.
All this leaves progress on the BT uncertain. An SCCR meeting (#29) was already
scheduled for early December and WIPO
has now decided to proceed with that
meeting. It may take a while to know
whether the showdown at the GA meeting
marks a constructive turning point for the
organization or just another in a long line
of meeting failures. ∎

Summary of the 24th Meeting of CITEL’s PCC II Session
Winston Caldwell, Fox
The 24th meeting of the
Inter-American Telecommunication Commission
(CITEL) Permanent Consultative Committee II:
Radiocommunications
(PCC.II) ran from September 29th to October 3rd
in Merida, Yucatan,
Mexico. The primary
objective of this meeting was to establish
Inter-American Proposals (IAPs) for the
upcoming World Radio Conference 2015
(WRC-15). An IAP is a powerful position
that signifies to the rest of the world at the
WRC that Administrations of the International
Telecommunication
UnionRadiocommunications (ITU-R) Region 2
have a unified common proposal toward
the work of global spectrum planning.

An IAP can be applied to
any of the agenda items at
the WRC. Agenda Item
(AI) 1.1 is of the most
concern to the members of
NABA. AI 1.1 calls for
new primary allocations to
the mobile service and for
identification of preexisting or new allocations to
International Mobile Telecommunication
(IMT) applications, like Long Term Evolution (LTE). Three of the frequency
bands of most interest to NABA that are
being considered by the ITU-R as candidate bands are 470-698 MHz (UHF), 3
400-4 200 MHz (C-band downlink), and
5 925-6 425 MHz (C-band uplink).
NABA fielded a delegation to actively
participate in this meeting and vocally

support a No Change (NOC) to the portion of the Radio Regulations Table of
Allocations which pertains to these frequency bands.
After a week of presentation of documents, expressions of positions, and debate of the issues, CITEL PCC.II concluded with Draft IAPs (at least two Administrations support a common proposal) and IAPs (at least six Administrations support a common proposal).
The only DIAP that applies to UHF was
originally proposed by the United States
to add a new global primary allocation for
the Mobile Service in the 470-698 MHz
band with identification to IMT, subject
Continued on next page...
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to Article 9.21. At this start of the meeting
the DIAP was only supported by Canada.
By the end of the week, Mexico signed on
to the DIAP establishing support from a
total of three Administrations. Ironically
and unfortunately, these three countries
from which NABA represents the broadcasting industry are those that are pushing
this most threatening proposal. Meanwhile, an opposing and currently superseding IAP has been established calling for a
NOC in the 470-698 MHz band. At the
start of the meeting, this IAP was supported by nine Administrations: Argentina, Brazil, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Nicaragua,
Panama, and Paraguay. By the end of the
week, Chile, Peru, and Uruguay signed on
to the IAP resulting in the support for a
NOC by a total of twelve Administrations.
It should be noted that, at this point in
time, the only frequency band for which
the United States has supported for IMT
use is the 470-698 MHz band.
One DIAP that applies to the C-band
downlink proposes to add a new primary
allocation to the Mobile Service in Region
2 from 3 400-3 500 MHz and identification to IMT from 3 400-3 600 MHz, sub-

ject to establishing technical conditions to
guarantee sharing with the Fixed-Satellite
Service in 3 600-4 200 MHz. At the beginning of the meeting, this DIAP was
supported by Brazil and Ecuador. By the
end of the meeting, Colombia signed on to
the proposal making the number of Administrations supporting the DIAP to total
three. A complementary DIAP supports a
NOC in 3 600-4 200 MHz. This DIAP
was supported by Brazil and Ecuador at
the beginning of the meeting. By the end
of the meeting, Venezuela expressed their
support making a total of three Administrations supporting this DIAP. A third
DIAP calls for a NOC from 3 400-4 200
MHz. By the end of the meeting Panama
added their support to this DIAP, already
supported by Bolivia, El Salvador, Mexico, and Nicaragua, raising the number of
supporting Administrations to a total of
five (one short of an IAP for NOC in the
full 3 400-4 200 MHz band). No IAPs
have been established yet for the C-band
downlink. It should be noted that Canada
made a new proposal at this meeting for a
new primary allocation to the Mobile Service in Region 2 from 3 400-3 500 with
identification to IMT from 3 400-3 700
MHz without restriction. Fortunately this

proposal received no support and only
opposition at the meeting.
There is one DIAP pertaining to the Cband uplink band. Panama added their
support along with the previously supporting Brazil, El Salvador, Mexico, and Nicaragua for this NOC DIAP from 5 850-6
425 MHz making the number of supporting Administrations total five (again, one
short of the six needed to become an IAP).
There are no IAPs yet established in the Cband uplink.
None of these positions are final until the
last CITEL PCC.II meeting before WRC15. The IAP situation can change. Representatives from the broadcasting industry
in Canada, Mexico, and the United States
are encouraged to actively participate in
this process. There is clear evidence that
beneficial outcomes result with participation while detrimental ones result without.
Participation is important both at CITEL
and within the Administration’s internal
delegation prepatory meetings. The next
CITEL PCC.II meeting is planned to occur
from February 23rd to the 27th, 2015, in
Medellin, Colombia. ∎

CEA Honours NAB’s David Layer with Leadership Award
The Consumer Electronics Association (CEA) has honoured NAB’s Senior Director, Advanced Engineering, David Layer with its Technology & Standards Leadership Award. Many in NABA will
also know David from his dedicated and exemplary work on our Radio and Technical Committees.
Mike Bergman, CEA’s Senior Director of Technology & Standards remarked that “NRSC is home
to a host of award-winning engineering talent. But over the past two decades, one individual has
participated in a thousand discussions and more; and he has set a standard of excellence by example
and by insistence on quality.”
A big round of congratulations David from all your NABA colleagues!

EBU’S David Wood Receives Lifetime Achievement Award
The inaugural TVB Awards, in association with TVTechnology, will be honouring David Wood
(former Deputy Technical Director of the EBU and current chair of the WBU’s Technical Committee) on October 23rd in London, England. In recognition of his outstanding career in the broadcasting
industry this will be a Lifetime Achievement distinction.
Tickets for the event at the Hilton London Wembley are available now via this website.
Another round of congratulations (to another David!) from your NABA (and WBU) colleagues!
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NABA Members & Issues in the News


Time to Focus on Incentive Options



Waiver that Would have Erased Barriers for FM Translators Denied



More than Half of Americans Subscribe to OTT



OTT Biz to Hit $6B in USA by 2020



DIRECTV Shareholders Overwhelmingly Approve of AT&T Merger



ClearChannel is now iHeartMedia



Broadcast Networks Could Become ‘Cable’ Networks by at Least One Measure



Smulyan: NextRadio is the Answer to More Revenue for Radio



Radio Remains King of the Road Despite Rise of Digital Music



Bell (Canada) Warns Pick-and-Play Options will Result in Higher Costs to Consumers



Specialty TV Channels in Canada Risk Failing with CRTC Changes

Looking Ahead — Key Dates & Upcoming Events
Date

Event

Location

Oct. 15-17

IEEE 2014 Broadcast Symposium

San Antonio, TX, USA

Oct. 20-24

SMPTE 2014 Technical Conference & Exhibition

Los Angeles, CA, USA

Oct. 22-28

ABU’s 51st General Assembly & Associated Meetings

Macau, CHINA

Oct. 24

NABA-Board of Directors Meeting

Los Angeles, CA, USA

Nov. 10-21

ITU-R, SG-6, WP6A, 6B & 6C Meetings

Geneva, SWITZERLAND

Nov. 12-13

Americas Spectrum Management Conference

Washington, DC, USA

Nov. 12-13

SATCON Conference

New York, NY, USA

Nov. 13

NABA-Radio Committee Meeting

[Teleconference]

Nov. 18-19

WBU-ISOG Forum

Geneva, SWITZERLAND

Dec. 4

NABA-Technical Committee Meeting

Toronto, ON, Canada

A complete list of upcoming events is available at: www.nabanet.com/nabaweb/calendar/calendar.asp

The NABAcaster newsletter is available online at:
www.nabanet.com/nabaweb/newsletter/NABAcaster.asp
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