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WBU-ISOG Geneva Forum Summary
Akira Ogawa, NHK / ABU
Geneva, as the home of the International Telecommunication Union (ITU), provided the backdrop
for broadcasters, associations, and companies to
come together at the recent WBU-ISOG Forum,
held on November 18-19, 2014. The European
Broadcasting Union (EBU) graciously hosted the
event at their headquarters with world class conference facilities.
Ms. Ingrid Deltenre, Director-General of the EBU,
welcomed the participants and noted the exciting
demonstrations of new technology, like the recent
Ultra HD broadcasts from the FIFA World Cup
and 8K presentations at the last WBU-ISOG Forum. She underlined the commitment of the EBU
to support the
efforts of the
World Broadcasting
Unions
(WBU) to engage
the ITU on topics
of joint interest
like satellite interference
and
spectrum access.
Graham Warren,
Director
of
EBU’s sister organization Eurovision Network, also detailed critical issues for
European broadcasters like potential loss of access
to the 700 MHz spectrum band and EBU lobbying
efforts on behalf of common goals.
Changes in both the WBU-ISOG and WBU-TC
leadership for the next two years, as well as consensus for an expanded mission of the WBU-ISOG
to support members, was announced by Michael
McEwen, Head of the WBU Secretariat. A new
mandate for WBU-ISOG will be presented at the
next Forum in May 2015.

For both days of the Forum, a focus was the current environment in which the consumer of video
content is now the one deciding the agenda for
broadcasters and the influence of future technologies and standards on the business, as noted by
WBU-ISOG Vice-Chair John Ball (Turner). Panel
sessions were presented to exchange information
on Ultra HDTV and 8K, Integrated Broadcast
Broadband, future sports coverage, new fibre contribution networks, contribution metadata, newsgathering, and the future of media infrastructure.
“Not if, but when” was the premise that David
Wood (EBU) introduced to the session regarding
future adoption of Ultra HDTV. While standards
bodies are now addressing the evolving challenges,
panelists
from
RTL and the EBU
detailed important
gaps and issues in
supporting global
U HD TV
liv e
events in production and contribution environments
with the current
de-facto standard.
Lack of any currently available
UHD SDI interface and the need
for a scalable single-link interface
was highlighted. Rohde & Schwarz detailed its
experience of the first terrestrial trials of UHDTV
in Korea. Japan Broadcasting Corporation (NHK)
focused on transmission technology of 8K for new
distribution trials across satellite, cable and terrestrial platforms as a roadmap for its deployment.
The question was raised with all audience members, given the rapid timeline presented for key
events to be supported by UHDTV-1 (4K) and
UHDTV-2 (8K), does the investment in 4K justify
the cost or should broadcasters just plan for the
future by moving towards 8K format now.
Continued on next page...
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A round table discussion followed regarding broadcasters meeting the internet and
Integrated Broadcast Broadband (IBB)
standards as well as the disparity of different systems around the world regarding
this “dark cloud” on the horizon for providers and applications. Peter MacAvock
(EBU) proposed that while individual
electronics manufacturers may say that a
single standard would be preferable without individual regional or country variants, the current standards environment
may actually be the result of some competing stakeholders maintaining the differences to avoid increased global competition shared between consumer devices.
The question should video-on-demand
and applications for viewers communicating between themselves on companion
screens be prioritized as the important
“killer” application over a focus by stakeholders on a single IBB standard was
raised. The focus for a common IBB system to be prioritized over video-ondemand and a “killer application” communicating between viewers on companion screens was also raised. The healthy
debate by panelists and audience members
including Fox, ABU, TV Globo and the
EBU, of whether or not harmonization of
standards was possible, or even desirable,
by stakeholders proved that this topic will
be an important one for future WBUISOG events to come.
consistent discussion
theme overfollowed
the entire
two AAroundtable
regardday
event
was
that
live
sporting
events
are
ing broadcasters meeting the internet and
the
ultimate
content
that
benefits
from
Integrated Broadnew formats and technology
which bring
Continued
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next
an page...
immersive experience to the viewer.
The panel session moderated by Vlastimil
Benovsky (EBU) on future sports coverage and contribution explored enhancements available to “tell the story” with
second screen companion devices and
360’ replay, etc. All IP connectivity supporting hybrid transmission workflows
across satellite, cellular, and fibre networks (each with its own transport rate for
a wide range of devices) was discussed by
panelists from Eurovision, TV Globo,
Newtec and Eutelsat. The EBU made sure
that the excitement was not just talked
about, but experienced as well by providing tours through a “Digital Living
Room” so each of the Forum participants
could see, hear and feel a sporting event
in Ultra HDTV.

“Fibre was controlled by a telephone
company mentality for many years and
video bits are just like data bits” said Tom
Gibbon, legal counsel to Japan Broadcasting (NHK), who moderated a panel session on new fibre contribution networks
for video. Panelists from the BBC and
EBU shared their recent experience with
current industry fibre contribution offerings. KVH/Colt and BT Media, presented
extensive details on their latest fibre network solutions tailored to video transport
and how high availability for broadcast
customers can be supported. SES and
Intelsat, as traditional satellite operators,
also presented on their integrated fibre
network offerings underscoring that hybrid networks made up of both satellite
and fibre infrastructure are now the mainstream.

“A consistent theme over the
entire two-day event was that
live sporting events are the
ultimate content that benefits
from new formats and technology which bring an
immersive experience to
the viewer.”
While not always of obvious importance
to the viewers of content, Contribution
Metadata was given a prominent role at
the Forum. An entire session was devoted
to examples of its effective management,
given the critical role it plays for news
and sports contribution. Hans Hoffmann
(EBU) engaged panelists including colleagues from the EBU and Eurovision as
well as from NRK and IPTC on the subject of managing automated workflows
for rights clearances and news exchange.

NABA’s Director-General
Michael McEwen addressing the
ISOG delegates

Jonathan Higgins (BeaconSeek) led a
roundtable discussion by experts on managing the deployment of newsgathering
technology which included the BBC,
Broadcast IP Systems, Sat-Comm Broadcast and Newtec. Reports of the death of
the SNG truck may be premature, but the
increasing complexity of managing the
suite of options for editing and transmission now available to be deployed in the
field is certain. New integrated solution
providers were discussed, which have
expanded to help manage the technology
kit and transmission platform for coverage
of an evolving news event. Tradeoffs between more support required at the broadcast centre with less technical expertise in
the field, as well as competing priorities
in being able to file a story when a journalist is also responsible for managing
transmission raised several questions.
Examples of controversy between broadcasters’ decisions of how they cover a
news event with different options demonstrated there is still much to debate about
newsgathering choices.
The mission of resolving operational
problems took a leading role at the Geneva Forum with a critical focus on protecting the satellite operating environment, as well as ensuring access to news
and information throughout the world.
Guy Cheney, media consultant to Japan
Broadcasting (NHK), moderated a roundtable discussion with participation from
the BBC, BBG, Deutsche Welle, Eutelsat,
SkyPerfect JSAT and Intelsat, all of
which have been affected by deliberate
jamming of satellite signals. Political and
technology counter-measures that have
been effective in mitigating recent deliberate interference were discussed and an
announcement made by the WBU Secretariat that a WBU-ISOG working group to
develop common policy recommendations
on the issue would be formed. A specific
session dedicated to preparations for the
World Radiocommunication Conference
in 2015 (WRC-15) was presented by Cath
Westcott (BBC). Attack on C-band spectrum crucial to WBU-ISOG members was
highlighted as the priority agenda item
requiring attention. A timeline for consultation and engagement prior to WRC-15
was expertly explained along with specific steps for collaboration between
WBU-ISOG, industry associations and
Continued on next page...
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broadcasting unions to lobby national
administrations and WRC-15 prepatory
groups. The unique ability of broadcasters to illustrate the value of satellite services in supporting socio-economic enterprises in all regions of the world and challenge well-funded lobbying by competing
economic interests was articulated. Case
studies of C-band usage and analysis reports on relevant spectrum were also
shared.

EBU’s Director-General Ingrid
Deltenre addressing the ISOG
Forum

Technology and trends shaping the future
of broadcasting was the topic of the final
panel session of the event. Moderator
Martin Turner (Inmarsat), asked futurologist Dr. Ian Pearson to look at the media
landscape far into the future and predict
how the role of broadcasters, devices,
transmission and storage platforms would
change. The consensus was clear that
unless a willingness to embrace change
was present, companies or organizations
were at serious risk of becoming irrelevant and, in the words used by Shakespeare and the panelists, “not to be”. TV2
showed what was possible in newsgathering and contribution by leaving the satellite truck behind and using cellular technology. Intelsat proposed that their move
to deploy fibre networks and new generation satellite assets supporting high
throughput mobile connectivity leans into
a trend of hybrid networks. Also, analysis
from IHS suggested that a new range of
consumer behaviors in the consumption of
content would dictate how and when
video devices would be relevant to an
audience.

In conclusion, I would like to say thank
you to the EBU for hosting a very successful event in Geneva as well as to the
North American Broadcasters Association
(NABA), who provide Secretariat services
for the WBU, for excellent organization
and execution that makes such Forums
possible. My Vice-Chairs will be Kazimir
Bacic (HRT) continuing in this capacity
and John Ball (Turner) as a new ViceChair. As Chair of WBU-ISOG for 2015
and 2016, I am committed with the other
leaders of the group to ensure that we will
be focused on maintaining our relevance
to members as a platform for exchanging
information and resolving common operational problems. Any feedback is welcome on what may be practical for supporting our goals. I am also pleased to
announce that on May 19-20, 2015, the
next WBU-ISOG Forum will be hosted by
CBS in New York. I look forward to seeing everyone again in person next year. ∎

developing
Transition
Scenarios, which utilize
the anticipated flexibility
of ATSC 3.0, taking into
account the limited broadcast spectrum
available. Not an easy task, particularly
when married to the need to develop
these scenarios within a business case
that makes sense for both the broadcaster
and the consumer. This work will continue into the New Year.

and improve our efficiency”. Amen to
that. My thanks to our Task Force partners: SMPTE, Ad-ID, AMWA, IABM,
and the EBU. And of course special
thanks to Clyde Smith and Andres Colpa
for their leadership.

Director-General’s Report
Michael McEwen, NABA

Since my last
report in the October
NABAcaster, it has
been an incredibly busy time for
our association.
The Board of
Directors has met
twice, in addition to the Technical, Radio, and Legal Committees having meetings as well. Moreover, a number of
“SubTeams” of the Risk Assessment &
Continuity Committee have been meeting to bring forth activity reports to the
full committee at its February meeting.
We also have several projects underway,
including new proposals, and in some
cases, whole new work-plans. Much of
this work was initiated by our Technical
Committee with the advice and agreement of our Board.
The Ad-hoc Sub-Committee on the Next
Generation of Television is focused on

The Joint Task Force on File Formats
and Media Interoperability has completed
its first phase of work, which resulted in
identifying the issues and recommending
options for solutions. This included an in
-depth industry survey classifying issues
and needs. The survey results were thoroughly analyzed, with the outcome being
a recommendation to make the metadata
in files transparent and readable in any
format. It sounds simple but there are a
number of ways to achieve this and
NABA’s File Transfer and Watermarking
Group will recommend the best way forward to meet this objective. Work begins
now and will continue through next year.
As one Board Member noted: “we need
to fix this now, simplify our workflow

The Spectrum Sub-Committee continues
its preparations for the next round of
CITEL and ITU discussions leading to
the World Radiocommunication Conference next November (also known as
“WRC-15”). The major issue under consideration is co-primary sharing of UHF
Broadcast Spectrum and C-Band satellite
spectrum for International Mobile Telecommunications services (IMT).
Broadcasters are concerned that such a
reallocation of UHF would result in interference to their existing DTV services.
Combined with the repacking initiatives
and the potential harvest of broadcast
spectrum in the US, this will have an
impact in Canada and Mexico, too.
The impact on the transition to ATSC 3.0
is obvious, particularly on the delivery of
4K television over-the-air. This is why
Continued on next page...
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the work of the aforementioned Ad-hoc Sub
-Committee is so crucial. A spectrum
crunch will force broadcasters into new
ways of sharing and cooperating within a
limited spectrum framework. Spectrum
discussion, debate and resolution remain a
work in progress up to and through WRC15 and the Incentive Auction in the US in
2016.
The Radio Committee is in full flight, planning for the Future of Radio & Audio Symposium on February 19th, hosted by the
CBC/Radio-Canada here in Toronto. This
promises to be a very rich day of content
for the radio community and touches on all
the hot button issues that define the Next
Generation of Radio (see the draft Symposium agenda on page 7 of this issue ). The
Symposium has met an apparent need in the
radio community - with two months still to
go, we have almost 100 delegates registered
and expect that number to rise substantially
still. Good ideas always find a home and
clearly Committee Chair Julie McCambley
and Vice-Chair Paul Brenner and their
committee have got them. Well done! As
an aside, we are still seeking further sponsorship help with this growing event. If
your organization is interested in supporting
the radio and audio industry here, please
contact the Secretariat’s Senior Coordinator
Jason Paris at: jparis@nabanet.com.

Our AGM Event is the day before the Radio Symposium on February 18th, and we
have lined up a terrific day of content for
you, beginning with a Keynote by Kevin
Crull, President, Bell Media and followed
by Rick Kaplan, General Counsel and Executive Vice-President, Legal and Regulatory Affairs, National Association of
Broadcasters (NAB). We have a draft AGM
agenda in this issue as well. I think that
you’ll agree that the topics are timely and
reflect our current issues. Combined with
our Committee and Board meetings on February 17th, this promises to make your three
days in February at the CBC’s Broadcast
Centre in Toronto a memorable experience.
We hope you will put this in your diary and
come. Registration for both the Radio
Symposium AGM Event is now open.

resources spent on this activity. Please note
the report from our legal consultant (Erica
Redler) from the latest round of Committee
meetings in Geneva concerning the Treaty
below on this very same page of NABAcaster.

The Legal Committee continues with its
focus on the Broadcaster Treaty. It has been
a frustrating couple of years at WIPO with
one step forward and then a step back. I had
the opportunity of meeting with the Director-General of WIPO, Francis Gurry, along
with my colleague the Director-General of
the European Broadcasting Union (EBU),
Ingrid Deltenre, last month. We had what
you might call a full and frank discussion of
the current Treaty process and I believe
Ingrid and I came away with the view that
substantial progress can be made next year.
If not, we will need to assess the time and

So, as 2014 comes to a close and the holiday season is upon us, I thank all of you
who volunteered your time and expertise to
make the progress we have made over the
last year. I count on it for the year to come.
At the end of the day, it is your Association,
and your agenda to realize and it’s our job
at the Secretariat to facilitate that and help
you get to the conclusion you want.

For the year ahead, our Directors have expanded our agenda to include a focus on
over-the-top services (OTT), cloud-based
storage and delivery, cyber security for
media operations, and the need to address
our changing workforce to cope with the IP
challenges that are now emerging. These
are relevant to our changing businesses and
lend themselves to education, sharing and
best practices. You’ll hear more about how
we will initiate these activities in the coming months.

My best wishes to you all this holiday season and a happy and healthy New Year. ∎

WIPO’s SCCR Gets Past Gridlock, Makes Progress
Erica Redler, NABA (Legal Consultant)

The third meeting this year of WIPO’s
Standing Committee on Copyright and
Related Rights (SCCR) was approached
with low expectations given the lack of
progress and intense politics at the earlier
ones, and the failure of WIPO’s General
Assembly to resolve disputes about the
committee’s priorities and work plan.
Surprisingly, but welcomed, the meeting
was low key, with constructive work on
matters of substance and little overt politicking.
This more constructive meeting was facilitated by changes in committee process,
designed to save time and avoid needless
conflict. Changes included a switch from
consensus committee conclusions to a
Chairman’s Summary; agreement before

the meeting on the agenda; reduced time
for general statements from governments
and NGOs, and by more off the record
informal discussions. There may also have
been pressure towards moderation by a
recognition that the committee’s work
might be suspended if the gridlock continued.
The discussion on the broadcaster treaty
was conducted over 2.5 days, mainly in
informal sessions, with participation by
regional coordinators and a select group of
other delegations. The Chairman focused
on clarifying concepts and seeking to narrow differences in positions and approaches. There was no big breakthrough
but greater flexibility was evident, particularly with respect to addressing some new

media elements of broadcasting. The
Chairman and many delegates felt progress had been achieved. However, the
nature of the informal proceeding means
that views expressed were not committed
positions so progress may prove ephemeral.
The broadcaster treaty is not the only matter before the SCCR. The Committee is
also studying limitations and exceptions to
copyright for libraries & archives, and for
educational and research organizations, as
well as for some persons with disabilities.
These initiatives are of concern to NABA
members, particularly as the ambit of
many proposals includes audio visual
works. While NABA has not been actively
Continued on next page...
Page | 4

NABACASTER | DECEMBER 2014 — JANUARY 2015
engaged on this matter recently, historically it has expressed a clear position
against new treaties establishing mandatory limitations and exceptions to copyright at the international level.
This was the first meeting for the newly
appointed Deputy Director General
(DDG), Culture and Creative Industries
Sector, Anne Leer. Ms Leer has some experience working with media organizations, including at the BBC. DDG Leer
took an active role in the discussions, and
in her concluding remarks made a strong
push for more tangible and decisive progress at the next meeting. She conveyed a
sense of urgency, stating on the record that

ITU-R, SG6 Review

Charles Einolf, CBS

The International
Telecommunication
Union – Radiocommunication (ITU-R)
Study Group 6 (SG6)
held its block meeting in Geneva, Switzerland from the 9th to the 21st of November, 2014. The block meeting included
meetings of three working parties (WP):
WP6A – Terrestrial broadcasting delivery;
WP6B – Broadcast service assembly and
access; and WP6C – Programme production and quality assessment. The scope of
SG6 addresses issues in radiocommunication broadcasting, including vision, sound,
multimedia and data services principally
intended for delivery to the general public. The outputs of Study Group 6 are
Reports and Recommendations which are
intended to assure the necessary performance and quality in operating radiocommunication broadcasting systems.

“We do need some real tangible decisions.
Otherwise, the technical world is going to
move and run away, and we are going to
be left behind, with multi-lateral legal
frameworks which are out of date.” She
closed her remarks saying “…have a
happy holiday and a decisive New Year.”
Broadcasters hope she is referring to the
long awaited broadcaster treaty and that
these wishes are finally fulfilled. ∎
Please also note this link to the latest of a
series of broadcaster contributions to
WIPO Magazine. This one is by our colleague Christopher Wood of Univision.

NABA submitted one contribution to the
meeting of WP6A supporting a revision to
Recommendation ITU-R BT.1368 which
provides ATSC protection ratios for adjacent channel interference from multiple
interferers. NABA was not present to
introduce or defend their contribution.
Canada submitted a contribution with test
data from the CRC acknowledging the
interference issue and illustrating the need
for protection requirements in the planning of broadcast networks. Unfortunately, Canada opposed the proposed Recommendation claiming that the ITU-R
would be setting receiver specifications.
Canada asked for more time to study the
“implications” of the protection ratios.
Consequently, the Recommendation will
be attached to the Chairman’s Report for
consideration at the next meeting in February 2015.
As was reported in the August-September
2014 issue of the NABAcaster, the ITU-R
Joint Task Group 4-5-6-7 approved a series of draft new Reports including four
that would come under the purview of

NABA’s Erica Redler, along with
other broadcasting representatives
at WIPO’s SCCR #29 in Geneva.

Study Group 6. Three of the four Reports
were approved by Study Group 5 and 6
without opposition. A fourth Report addresses sharing and compatibility between
the broadcasting service and the mobile
service in the UHF band (470 to 694/698
MHz). The United States opposed the
approval of this Report in both Study
Group 5 and 6. In the Study Group 5
meeting (held on 9th and 10th of November
2015 in Geneva), a reservation has been
placed on the Report by the United States.
Unlike Recommendations where a single
administration can stop its approval, Reports require only a majority for approval.
Consequently, the Report was approved
by Study Group 5. In the Study Group 6
meeting, both the United States and Canada have placed reservations on the Report. The Report is now under the purview of Study Group 6 where the reservations may be addressed in Working Party
6A during the February 2015 meeting.
The next Block meeting for Study Group
6 is February 9th to 23rd, 2015 in Geneva.
∎

ITU Celebrates 150th Anniversary in 2015
2015 will mark a major milestone in the history of the International Telecommunication
Union. ITU’s 150th Anniversary celebration will be an opportunity for ITU and its members to honour the past as well as launch activities for the future.
The ITU Anniversary celebrations will begin in two weeks on January 1, 2015 launching a
year-long series of activities. As one example, each month of will focus on a different ICT
-related theme. ITU members may wish to associate their activities to themes of particular
interest. More information is available here.
Page | 5
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NABA’s 2015 AGM Event Program (Feb. 18th)
Glenn Gould Studio
250 Front St W
Toronto ON M5V 3GW (Canada)
08:00
08:30
09:00

09:05
09:50
10:20
10:45

11:15

11:45

12:30
13:30
14:00
14:30

15:30
16:00
17:30

DRAFT AGENDA — SUBJECT TO CHANGE
Registration at the Glenn Gould Opens
Light Continental Breakfast Service in the Foyer
Welcome Remarks:
 Bob Ross, Senior VP, East Coast Operations, CBS / President, NABA
 Michael McEwen, Director-General, NABA
Keynote Address: The Challenges Facing the Canadian Broadcasting System
 Kevin Crull, President, Bell Media
Keynote Address: Spectrum Packing and Other Spectrum Joys in the U.S. (Presentation and Q&A)
 Rick Kaplan, General Counsel and EVP, Legal & Regulatory Affairs, NAB
Coffee Break in the Foyer
Panel: How North America is Getting Ready for WRC-15
Chair: John Lee, Executive Director, Media & Enterprise Technology Services, CBC/Radio-Canada /
Chair, NABA-TC
 Bob Seidel, VP, Advanced Technology & Engineering, CBS
 Winston Caldwell, VP, Spectrum Engineering, Advanced Engineering, Fox
 Leonardo Ramos, Director, High Technology Projects, Televisa
Presentation: Sporting Event Signal Piracy — The World Cup
 Gerardo Munoz de Cote, Intellectual Property Legal Director, Televisa / Vice-Chair, NABA-LC
 Christopher Wood, VP and Assistant General Counsel, Univision
Panel: Signal Piracy — How Big is the Problem, What are We Trying to Protect and for Whom?
Chair: Ben Ivins, Senior Associate General Counsel, NAB / Chair, NABA-LC
 David Fares, Senior VP, Government Relations, 21st Century Fox
 Sanford Kryle, VP & Associate General Counsel, CBS
 Erica Redler, Legal Consultant, NABA
 Gerardo Munoz de Cote, Intellectual Property Legal Director, Televisa / Vice-Chair, NABA-LC
 Bradley Silver, Senior Counsel, Intellectual Property, Time Warner
Lunch in the Foyer
Keynote Speaker: The Next Generation of News Reporting
 David Common, Host, CBC News’ World Report
Presentation: The UK’s Digital Production Partnership (Sorting Out Media Interoperability)
Panel: The Next Generation of Television
Chair: Glenn Reitmeier, Sr. VP, Technology Standards & Policy, NBCU
 Richard Friedel, Executive VP & GM, Fox Networks Engineering & Operations
 Bob Ross, Senior VP, East Coast Operations, CBS
 Christian Roy, VP, Network, Bell Media
Coffee Break in the Foyer
Formal Business of the AGM Meeting
Adjournment
If you have not already done so, please go to Eventbrite and register online for the AGM Event today!
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/naba-committee-meetings-2015-agm-event-february-17-18-2015-tickets-14349546881
Please contact the Secretariat for the password. The AGM is important as it provides an opportunity to update you on the
excellent work being done by our Committees, explore current issues, welcome new members, and renew old connections.
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Glenn Gould Studio
250 Front St W
Toronto ON M5V 3GW (Canada)
Feb. 19, 2015 — Draft Agenda (Subject to Change)
08:30

08:45
09:15

10:30

12:00

13:45
14:00

15:00

16:15

17:15

Opening Remarks
 Julie McCambley, Director, Radio Production, CBC/Radio-Canada / Chair, NABA-RC
 Chris Boyce, Executive Director, Radio & Audio, English Services, CBC/Radio-Canada
Keynote Address: The Future of Radio — Peter Smyth, Chairman & CEO, Greater Media [TBC]
The Future of Delivery — A Roundtable
Moderator: Marty Garrison, CTO, NPR
 Fred Mattocks, General Manager, English Services, Media Operations & Technology, CBC/Radio-Canada
 Zach Brand, VP, Digital Media, NPR
 Paul Brenner, Senior VP, Chief Technology Officer, Emmis — Next Radio
 Nick Piggott, Chair, RadioDNS Hybrid Radio Project
 Jason Hable, VP, Business Development, TuneIn
Panel: Digital Radio — Where It’s At and How It Fits Into a Broadband World
Moderator: David Layer, Senior Director, Advanced Engineering, NAB
 Felipe Padilla Luna, Engineer, AMITRA (Mexico)
 Chris Boyce, Executive Director, Radio & Audio, English Services, CBC/Radio-Canada
 Steven Devries, Senior Product Manager, Americas, Traffic and Connected, HERE
 Joe D’Angelo, Senior VP, Broadcast Programs & Advanced Systems, iBiquity Digital Corporation
Panel: Radio as a First Responder — The Importance of Radio in Emergency Situations
Moderator: Kym Geddes, News Director, Newstalk 1010 (Toronto)
 Raj Shoan, Commissioner (Ontario), Canadian Radio-television and Telecommunications Commission (CRTC)
 Tim Wenger, Operations Manager, Entercom-Buffalo (WBEN NewsRadio 930) [TBC]
 Paul Temple, Senior VP, Regulatory & Strategic Affairs, Pelmorex (The Weather Network)
 Lynn Claudy, Senior VP, Technology, NAB / Co-Author of ITU Report on Emergency Broadcasting
 George MacBride, President, Ontario Paramedic Association
Lunch Keynote: How to Make Broadcast Radio Still Work in a Streaming World — Jeff Smulyan, CEO, Emmis
Panel: Local — Is It Still Radio’s Competitive Advantage
Moderator: Paul Ski, President, Rogers Radio
 Tom Pentefountas, Vice-Chair, Broadcasting, CRTC
 Sean Ross, VP, Programming, Edison Research
 Erica Farber, CEO, Radio Advertising Bureau
 Peter Smyth, CEO, Greater Media [TBC]
Panel: Revitalizing the AM Band
Moderator: Karl Lahm, Director of Radio Frequency, Univision Communications
 Ben Downs, VP & General Manager, Bryan Broadcasting Corporation
 Garrison C. Cavell, Cavell Mertz & Associates
 Sylvie Courtemanche, VP and Associate Counsel General, Government Relations | Law Department, Corus Entertainment
 Peter H. Doyle, Chief, Audio Division, Federal Communications Commission (FCC) [TBC]
 Ben Dawson, Hatfield & Dawson Consulting Engineers [TBC]
Panel: The Next Generation of the Auto Dashboard — What It Means for Radio
Moderator: Julie McCambley, Director, Radio Production, CBC/Radio-Canada
 Ford rep. / General Motors rep. [TBC]
 Jeff Jury, Executive VP & Chief Operating Officer, iBiquity [TBC]
 Paul Jacobs, VP, General Manager, Jacobs Media
 Pandora rep. [TBC]
 Andrew Stess, Sales & Business Development Executive, Rdio
Closing Remarks
 Paul Brenner, Senior VP, Chief Technology Officer, Emmis Communications, Vice-Chair, NABA-RC

If you have not done so, please go to Eventbrite and register online today!
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/2015-future-of-radio-audio-symposium-tickets-13446963229 (Write jparis@nabanet.com for password)
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Marcy Lefkovitz Promoted to VP, Technology & Workflow
Strategy for ABC Broadcast Operations and Engineering
Marcy Lefkovitz has been promoted to Vice President, Technology &
Workflow Strategy for ABC Broadcast Operations and Engineering. The
announcement was made in October by Todd Donovan, Senior VP,
Broadcast Operations and Engineering from the ABC Television Network.
NABA members may recall Marcy for her excellent contributions to last
year’s NABA AGM Event as part of the File Transfer & Workflow – A
Cost Centre that Needs Fixing panel.
A big congratulations to Marcy on her promotion from everyone at
NABA.

CBS Executive and NABA Technical Committee Member
Joe Flaherty Awarded 2014 Zworykin Prize
We are most pleased to repeat that Joseph A. Flaherty, Senior Broadcast
Engineering Executive for CBS and also a long-time member, and former
Chair, of NABA’s Technical Committee has been awarded the 2014
Vladimir Zworykin Prize. The prize was established by Russia’s National
Association of TV and Radio Broadcasters (www.nat.ru) and named in
honour of the Russian-American scientist credited for his role in the early
development of the television medium.
This award caps a long and illustrious career of honours for Dr. Flaherty,
including the development of high-definition television (HDTV) as well as
electronic news gathering (ENG). He is also widely considered the leading
American representative in the field of global spectrum development and
allocation.
Congratulations Joe from all your NABA colleagues!

NABA’s Holiday Hours
The NABA (and WBU) Secretariat will close on Wednesday, December
24th at 12:00 EST (Noon) and will re-open on Monday, December 29th at
09:00 EST. The Secretariat will then close again at 12:00 EST (Noon) on
Wednesday, December 31st. We will re-open for regular hours on Monday,
January 5th at 09:00 EST.
For urgent matters only, please, contact Michael McEwen (+1 416-8029336) or Jason Paris (+1 416-819-9809) in the interim.
NABA’s President Bob Ross
(CBS) getting into the holiday
cheer!

The Secretariat wishes you and your family a very happy holiday season
and all the best in the New Year!
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NABA Members & Issues in the News
 FCC Majority Approves Over-the-Top NPRM
 Broadcast Wins a Battle Over Ad Skipping
 CBS’ Les Moonves says Selling TV Spectrum a Possibility
 Bell Media Unveils CraveTV Premium Streaming Service
 NHK to Broadcast 2020 Tokyo Olympics in 8K
 Forecast: 14.5 Million NextRadio-enabled Phones by Mid-2015
 The Power of Radio: In Snowbound Buffalo Radio Connects Listeners
 TV-over-Internet Service Aereo Seeks Chapter 11
 CBC News and The Weather Network Announce Content Sharing Agreement
 HBO and CBS OTT Presents Opportunities for Cable
 Daytime All-Digital Radio Could be Authorized First

Looking Ahead — Key Dates & Upcoming Events
Date

Event

Location

January 6-9

2015 International Consumer Electronics Show (CES)

Las Vegas, NV, USA

January 9

NABA-RACC — Facilities Risk SubTeam Meeting

[Teleconference]

January 29

NABA-Radio Committee Meeting

[Teleconference]

January 29

NABA-Board of Directors Meeting

[Teleconference]

February 9-13

Hollywood Post Alliance Tech Retreat

Palm Springs, CA, USA

February 9-23

ITU-R, Study Group 6 Meetings

Geneva, SWITZERLAND

February 17

NABA-Board and Standing Committee Meetings
(Hosted by CBC/Radio-Canada)

Toronto, ON, CANADA

February 18

NABA 2015 AGM & Conference
(Hosted by CBC/Radio-Canada)

Toronto, ON, CANADA

February 19

NABA’s Future of Radio & Audio Symposium
(Hosted by CBC/Radio-Canada)

Toronto, ON, CANADA

A complete list of upcoming events is available at: www.nabanet.com/nabaweb/calendar/calendar.asp

The NABAcaster newsletter is available online at:
www.nabanet.com/nabaweb/newsletter/NABAcaster.asp
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