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Origin and Background 

As many may be aware, less than a year ago the 

NABA Technical Committee (NABA-TC) was 

introduced to the industry-wide issue concerning 

the current complications of file-based content de-

livery. 

 

At their meeting on December 5, 2012, ABC repre-

sentative Richard Wolf vented his frustration with 

how inefficient the "de facto" process of handling 

endless inbound and outbound file formats had be-

come.  His issue was based on how the industry 

was moving from 

linear tape to files at 

a rapid pace, but not 

under any particular 

standard or recog-

nized process or 

workflow.  As per 

Wolf, "éthe multi-

tudes of standards, 

file formats, and 

frame rates are lead-

ing to an explosion 

in content creation 

and distribution 

cost".  

 

Our members could 

not nod their heads 

in agreement fast 

enough as each had 

a story of how this 

transition was im-

pacting their opera-

tions.  The members commiserated with Wolf as 

they discussed the limited control they had.  Orders 

for file-based content, all requiring immediate ac-

tion, entered into their workflows and left for their 

customers regardless of the lack of a single file-

based content delivery standard.  A recipient of 

content may choose to limit inbound deliverables to 

a single specification for the make-up of an inbound 

content file; however, from the supplierôs point of 

view the specification for outbound delivered con-

tent would be left for specification by the recipient 

of the content you are delivering to ï your cus-

tomer.  Considering the customer is always right 

and our current world of non-standardization for 

file delivery, one can imagine how the variation of 

both linear channel and VOD file types any supplier 

must be able to provide can be frankly overwhelm-

ing. 

 

Pulling the Pieces Together 

With this information at hand and interest from 

every member, the NABA-TC considered the chal-

lenges of file-based delivery as a less than desirable 

s i t u a t i o n 

that required imme-

diate investigation. 

 

A Standardized 

Mezzanine Distribu-

tion & Watermark-

ing Initiative Sub-

Committee of the 

TC was thereby 

formed with key 

membership from 

Disney/ABC, CBC/

Radio-Canada, 

HBO, FOX, PBS, 

and others, with 

NBCU contributing 

to and leading the 

group.  As a first 

task, data was col-

lected about mem-

bersô operations that 

would be a key com-

ponent of a report to the overall NABA-TC from 

this new ñFile-Format Sub-Committee.ò  The report 

would contain an important survey of the real-

world situation and give an overview of the state of 

the industry as well as what makes file-based deliv-

ery in 2013 such an overwhelmingly complicated 

reality.  The paper was submitted to the NABA-TC  

shortly  after  their  March  6th  meeting  and an-
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other summary and action plan was dis-

cussed at the June 6th meeting.  Collected 

data and the opinions of our industry mem-

bers confirmed that the current situation was 

in need of unification across the industry.  

The Sub-Committeeôs report is available at 

the following link: 

http://www.nabanet.com/nabaweb/

documents/public_docs/tc_summit_2013/2-

TBause_CSmith_NABA.pdf 

 

What is challenging... and doable? 

Also at June NABA-TC meeting our Sub-

Committee reported more organized find-

ings and the completion of our paper.  Fur-

thermore, the NABA Technology Summit in 

August built tremendous support and mo-

mentum.  At the subsequent NABA-TC 

meeting on October 29th, the Sub-

Committee got the ñOKò to pursue two ini-

tiatives designed to carve away at the prob-

lem: 

¶ First, the introduction of the "XML 

String"; a concept transforming the typical 

written delivery specification to an elec-

tronic one.  We are pushing to set the 

groundwork for a unified move by the in-

dustry.  Adoption of this concept, though not 

completely solving the problem, could 

greatly improve the inefficiencies of current 

practices and eliminate inaccuracies associ-

ated with a written deliverable specification.  

¶ Our NABA member organization will 

be asked to present this concept to their op-

erational units.  Feedback will be made 

available to the Sub-Committee, which will 

report back to the NABA-TC on how recep-

tive our member operations are to an auto-

mated specification practice. 

 

As a result of the August 13th Technology 

Summit, both a need, and in fact an offer, 

for more input from industry-wide expertise 

outside of NABA became timely and impor-

tant. Acting on this, the Sub-Committee, 

under the direction of NABA-TC leadership 

and in conjunction with the Advanced Me-

dia Workflow Association (AMWA), the 

EBU, the International Association of 

Broadcasting Manufacturers (IABM), and 

SMPTE, created a ñJoint Task Force (JTG) 

on File-Formats and Media Interoperabil-

ity.ò  

 

This new JTG will meet via teleconference 

and perhaps face-to-face on a regular basis 

to discuss projected solutions like the XML 

String and other initiatives to improve the 

current state of file-based distribu-

tion.  Group logistics are being discussed, as 

is membership, scope of work and devising 

a Work Plan.  All NABA members are en-

couraged to have a representative join and 

remain active in the discussions.  In fact, 

two new members have recently joined 

NABA as affiliates largely to partake in this 

important process ð Ad-ID and BBM Can-

ada.  Therefore I think it is fair to say that 

the JTG is off to a good start, as even at this 

early stage, the formation has been ex-

tremely well received and much industry-

wide expertise has been secured.  More in-

formation is available from your NABA-TC 

representative or through the Secretariat. 

  

If strength is in numbers, and knowledge is 

power, this NABA Sub-Committee project 

is well off the ground with less than one 

year since its inception and many more re-

sults to come in 2014. ʉ 

Summary of the 
Fourth ITU -R JTG  
4-5-6-7 Session  

Winston Caldwell, FOX Networks 

 

The fourth (out of a total of six) Interna-

tional Telecommunications Union ï Radio-

communication (ITU-R) Joint Task Group 

(JTG) 4-5-6-7 sessions occurred from Octo-

ber 17th to October 25th, 2013, to collect 

studies which determine the feasibility of 

sharing by International Mobile Telecom-

munications (IMT) systems in potential can-

didate bands.  During the session, the 

NABA delegation, in association with repre-

sentatives from other Sector memberships 

that are affiliated with broadcasting and sat-

ellite companies, successfully accomplished 

several beneficial objectives. 

 

The NABA sharing study contribution was 

accepted and input to the C-band downlink 

Working Document (WD) to a Draft New 

Report (DNR) as a replacement for the pre-

vious NABA sharing study, though the re-

port maintains references to both contribu-

tions.  The other C-band downlink sharing 

studies that were received at the previous 

JTG were also updated and inserted into the 

WD to the DNR.  Two additional studies 

were received at this JTG which propose a 

required separation distance in conjunction 

with a required guard band.  After much 

discussion of these studies, it was deter-

mined that instituting a guard band inside of 

a Fixed Satellite Service (FSS) allocation 

would require a reduction of the alloca-

tion.  The institution of a guard band inside 

of an established allocation contradicts shar-

ing feasibility.  The contributors are to redo 

their studies so that the resulting sharing 

requirement is only in terms of a required 

separation distance while also using the 

agreed-upon parameters which were pro-

vided by the rele-

vant expert Work-

ing Parties. 

 

Further work oc-

curred to analyze 

the results of the 

studies, identify the 

differences in as-

sumptions or meth-

odologies, and provide an accurate synopsis 

of the conclusions.  This work would act as 

the main body of the eventual C-band 

downlink report.  This document maintains 

its status as a WD and was attached to the 

Chairmanôs Report.  We were instructed in 

closing plenary that it will be the eventual 

responsibility of Study Group 4 to approve 

the report.  At the next JTG, work will con-

tinue on trying to reach agreement on the 

main body of the WD-DNR. 

 

Similarly, the analysis of the results of the 

studies will be provided as an entry into the 

Conference Preparatory Meeting (CPM) text 

once agreement has been reached in the 

JTG.  This text remains in a WD to proposed 

CPM text and was attached to the Chair-

manôs Report.  This work will become more 

controversial as it continues in the next JTG 

session in February. 

 

The concluding paragraph of the NABA 

sharing study contribution was captured in 

the summary table of positions, in addition 

to the two existing entries in the table that 

were inserted from the previous NABA 

sharing study contribution, stating that IMT 

sharing is not feasible in the 3.4-4.2 GHz 

band.  

   
  Continued on next page... 
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Also contained in the table is the NABA 

contribution related to high C-band and 

along with the supporting WBU contribu-

tion.  Only the entry for the 5925-6425 MHz 

band was captured.  It was decided that 

bands over 6 GHz are not being dealt with at 

the JTG 4-5-6-7.  However, the reference to 

the 6875-7125 MHz band was noted by the 

Chairman. 

 

As for the uplink, a WD-DNR is being de-

veloped based primarily on two contribu-

tions that were received ï one from the Rus-

sian Federation and one from Intelsat. 

 

Work continues at the JTG 4-5-6-7 on IMT 

sharing of the UHF band.  Work on IMT 

sharing of the band in Region 1 countries 

have been separated from that of Region 2 

(mobile is co-primary with broadcasting 

over the UHF band in Region 3).  A WD-

DNR is being developed on the sharing po-

tential of the UHF band using two sharing 

studies ï one from CBS and one from Intel 

Corp.  These studies have been included in 

the report as attachments but the body of the 

report is empty of substance.  The main 

body of the report will remain empty until a 

contribution proposing text which interprets 

the results of the sharing studies is received 

and accepted.  Such interpretive text based 

on results of the sharing studies that states 

that IMT sharing in the UHF band is not 

feasible will not be easily accepted if there 

are not supportive Region 2 administrations.  

In order to protect the broadcasting service 

in the UHF band from potential IMT inter-

ference, NABA should attempt to locate 

supportive Region 2 administrations. 

 

The heart of the matter in regards to the JTG 

4-5-6-7 is the section in the CPM output 

document titled, ñPotential candidate 

bands.ò  It is around this section which 

stimulates the most passionate debate.  If a 

band becomes approved for insertion in this 

section, it is a notice to the CPM that the 

JTG 4-5-6-7 has decided, based on an analy-

sis of the results of the studies, that it is a 

potential candidate band for a new IMT allo-

cation.  Similar to the third JTG 4-5-6-7 

session, this session concluded with no ap-

proval of this section and square brackets 

around the text.  The work plan calls for 

sharing studies to be finalized at the fifth 

JTG 4-5-6-7.  It is then expected that deter-

minations can be made based on the com-

pleted sharing studies to declare a potential 

candidate band. 

 

All of the documents that are referenced 

above are available with a TIES account at 

the ITU website (www.itu.int).  ʉ  

As a result of a NABA contribution (with 

particular input from CBS) at the April 26, 

2013 meeting of ITU Study Group 6 (SG-6), 

the development of a comprehensive new 

ITU-R Report was endorsed on the long-

standing, essential role of terrestrial radio 

and television broadcasting for rapid dis-

semination of emergency information to the 

public.  The work was assigned to Working 

Party 6A co-rapporteurs Lynn Claudy 

(NAB) and Gary Stanley (Babcock Interna-

tional).  At the recent November 22nd  meet-

ing of ITU SG-6 in Geneva, the draft report 

from the co-rapporteurs was accepted, with 

the final version to be adopted at the next 

SG-6 meeting cycle in March 2014.  

 

It was also decided during the April SG-6 

meeting, to produce a half-day Workshop on 

Emergency Broadcasting, with the co-

rapporteurs of the emergency broadcasting 

report serving as co-chairs for the workshop. 

The workshop was held on November 21st in 

Geneva, serving as a platform to introduce 

the draft report, as well as to hear from 

broadcasters from other parts of the world 

describe their experiences during emergen-

cies: 

¶ SG-6 Chairman Christoph Dosch pro-

vided introductory remarks and placed 

the workshop in context, noting that 

terrestrial TV and radio broadcasters 

provide the fastest, most reliable and 

effective means of delivering informa-

tion to the public in critical disaster 

situations; 

¶ The workshop co-chairs presented a 

summary review of the 100-page draft 

ITU report on the role of broadcasting 

during emergencies, the central theme 

being that terrestrial radio and TV 

broadcasters are critically important for 

information dissemination to the public 

in times of emergencies;  

¶ Craig Tanner (consultant to CBS) of-

fered an overview of the critical role of 

broadcasters in emergency situations, 

providing timely public alerting fol-

lowed by comprehensive event cover-

age that is information-rich and locally 

focused, trustworthy, reliable and ubiq-

uitously available at no cost to the pub-

lic;   

¶ James Deane from BBC Media Action   

described their efforts in providing hu-

manitarian response initiatives through-

out the world with a focus on setting up 

FM radio stations in areas where com-

munications had been devastated;  

¶ Mitsuhiro Shiozaki (Japan Ministry of 

Internal Affairs & Communications) 

and Yasuto Hamada (NHK) provided an 

analysis of how people used broadcast 

and other media during the Great East-

ern Japan Earthquake in March 2011, 

and described some of the technologies 

used by broadcasters to assure continu-

ous access to the population during 

emergencies.  Also, they offered a pre-

diction that the importance of broad-

casting will continue to grow as a result 

of its reliability, accuracy and celerity. 

The workshop was well attended and inter-

active, with representatives from a wide 

cross-section of the world, including devel-

oping countries.  Information on the draft 

report, presentations from the workshop and 

other related material can be downloaded at 

www.itu.int/go/ITU-R/RWP6A-2013.  ʉ  

ITU Holds Workshop on Importance of 
Terrestrial Broadcasters in Emergencies  
Lynn Claudy, NAB 

Photo Credit:  FEMA / Walt Jennings 
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Time flies when 

you are having fun.      

I canôt believe we 

have arrived at De-

cember and the 

holiday period is 

looming large, but 

it is probably in 

part due to a very 

busy November for our Association.   

 

As one example, we had a terrific Interna-

tional Satellite Operations Group (ISOG) 

meeting in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil the first 

week of November.  It focused on both next 

yearôs FIFA World Cup and the IOCôs 

Summer Olympics in 2016 and what the 

operators and broadcasters will face in 

terms of challenges and services during 

those massive events.  Hosted by Brazilôs 

Globo Network and the International Asso-

ciation of Broadcasters (IAB) this was one 

of the few times that the World Broadcast-

ing Unions (WBU) has held an ISOG Fo-

rum in the Southern Hemisphere.  It was 

productive and thought-provoking and we 

should not wait so long to do it again. 

 

This was also Dick Tauberôs last meeting as 

ISOG Chair after more than 20 years in the 

role.  Dick, as many of you may know, is 

retiring from CNN at the end of the month.  

He has made many friends from around the 

world in broadcasting and with satellite 

communities in particular.  We will miss 

him, but I suspect Dick will keep a close 

watch on us and let us know his views from 

time to time.  Akira Ogawa from NHK has 

taken the Chair of ISOG for 2014 and he 

will have our full support as he brings a  

 

 

 

 

 

steady hand to the issues of the day. 

 

Work has picked-up on the Next Genera-

tion of Television front with an Ad-Hoc 

Board Committee being struck and sup-

ported by a sub-committee of the Technical 

Committee Chaired by Bob Plummer of 

Fox.  This group evaluated all 146 ATSC 

3.0 requirements and will report to the Ad-

Hoc Committee and the Board on Decem-

ber 9th and 10th  respectively.  These re-

quirements shape the proposals for the 

physical layer of the next transmission stan-

dard.  Our Board and TC felt it was impor-

tant to review them in light of our own 

White Paper on requirements last year and 

assess whether our thinking has evolved to 

the point that we need to make further 

views known.  Basically, a lot of analytical 

important work over a short period of time. 

 

I believe these discussions and ones similar 

to them will be very much a part of our 

work over the coming year.  There seems to 

be more questions than answers, at least at 

this point, about what will be the key driv-

ers of the Next Generation of Television.  

We, ñthe users,ò really must define clearly 

what we require. 

 

You will notice that Jim Starzynski from 

NBCU has a major contribution in this NA-

BAcaster on the evolving work of the ñFile 

Formatò sub-committee and reaching out to 

other industry organizations.  I canôt stress 

enough the importance of this work that has 

been communicated to me by our member-

ship.  Even if you are not directly involved 

in this area, it is important to all aspects of 

the broadcast ñfood chainò and therefore 

impacts workflow, productivity and at the 

end of the day the very economics of this 

business.  As you will see from Jimôs article 

we have done a lot from a standing start a 

year ago, but we have a long road to go. 

 

The Broadcaster Treaty discussion at the 

World Intellectual Property Organization 

still is very robust, but as yet we have no 

commitment for a Diplomatic Conference.  

Meetings this December and likely in the 

spring should determine whether we have 

this Conference in 2015.  The tireless ef-

forts of our Legal Committee have been 

focused on achieving this goal and will 

continue to be so.  Protecting our signals 

from piracy is the first step in securing 

revenue for what we create and air.  With-

out a Treaty that recognizes the challenges 

of the Digital Age that first step is very hard 

to secure, indeed.  Weôll have more on this 

in the months to come. 

 

Our first meeting of the Radio Committee 

will take place on December 17th by tele-

conference and then face-to-face in New 

York at our Annual General Meeting Event 

in February (note the announcement be-

low).  It will take a few meetings to define 

the mandate, subsequent work plan and 

deliverables.  However, I think the opportu-

nity the Board has given our members to 

focus specifically on Radio issues is terrific 

and will benefit us all. 

 

So with these brief notes I will bring my 

column to an end by thanking all of you for 

your contributions, participation and inter-

est in NABA over this past year.  I remind 

you that we count on you for an equally 

exciting 2014.  Warm and sincere wishes to 

you and your family for a Happy Holiday 

and a spectacular New Year.   ʉ
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Director Generalôs Report  
Michael McEwen, NABA 

 

NABA 2014 AGM & Conference Event  
 
The 2014 NABA AGM & Conference Event will be held in New York City over two days 

(February 11-12).  The Board and Committee Meetings will be held on February 11th (exact 

locations to be announced).  The AGM and Conference will be held again at HBOôs 15th 

Floor Terrace at their 1100 Avenue of the Americas (at 42nd Street) location. 

 

We encourage everyone to attend as it will offer a full review of the past year and a layout 

for the work ahead.  Keynote speakers and panels will be reflective of our current industry 

issues.   

 

Registration will open on December 16th.  Stay tunedé 


